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“Volunteering is a fundamental act of good citizenship.
It’s also essential in our society.” - Volunteer Canada

At PIN, we believe:

that everyone has something to contribute to our community
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unteers are integral to the Community Benefit Sector
unteerism builds connections and community

id volunteer engagement practices are essential to support

Volunteerism is resource to be nurtured and cultivated in a
planful and foundational way to preserve, grow and harvest.



Community Benefit Sector

170,000+ nonprofits and charities in Canada. 8.1% of the total GDP.
Employs 2+ million people. 12 million volunteers

55,000+ organizations which together generate some $67 billion in
revenues and serve multiple missions that contribute to communities

across Ontario.

Volunteering is a common thread:
Health. Sports. Faith. Community. Children. Youth. Seniors. Poverty.

1 iIn 5 NFP in Ontario could close

Ontario Nonprofit Network recent survey findings 20% of NFP
may close by end of the year. Another quarter said that 2021
will likely be a greater financial struggle than this year.

What is the impact in Guelph?

PIN led a Community Benefit Sector Survey Sept — October
Result? More demand, less revenue, limited reserves
COVID impact leaning well into 9 months to 1 — 2 years.
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Why Are We Here?

The impacts of the end of the Guelph Police
Services legacy agreement to waive the fees of
Police Records Checks (PRC) for volunteers
coupled with mounting impacts of COVID on the
community benefit sector has a one-two combo

Impact.
Of the PRC that PIN had approved, they centre around:
Community Supports 46%

Includes organizations supporting issues of:
Poverty, Homelessness, Food Insecurity, Drug Addiction
Special note to add: 27%

(Faith groups also provide food pantries, clothing cupboards,
transportation to appointments)

‘The ethos of volunteerism is infused with values such as solidarity, reciprocity, mutual trust,

belonging and empowerment, all of which contribute significantly to quality of life.’
— United Nations Volunteers




‘Guelph is regularly ranked
as one of Canada’s best
places to live, work and play’

449 of Canadians volunteer formally
= 59,608 volunteer in Guelph
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Building our Future
Make strategic investments that
nurture social well-being, provide
landmark beauty and offer a safe
place where everyone belongs.



The Impact:

« Loss of nonprofits and charities is a social crisis
 Imagine 20% of nonprofits in Guelph are closed.

 In Downtown Guelph alone - no HOPE House, no
Chalmers as example.

« Decrease in volunteerism has impact

« Tutoring your children to read. Mentors for our youth.
Driving your sister for her cancer appointment.

O O O O Delivering a meal to your Dad.
« These are roles that would require a Police Records

Check.

The Community Benefit Sector is a vital core to our community.

The Investment in the Sector and Volunteerism:

Request that the City of Guelph invest $150,000 to fund
the cost of Police Records Checks for volunteers in 2021




kim@PINnetwork.ca
Information Network (519) 822-0912 ext. 229

Kim Cusimano
I Executive Director
The People and

We provide connections and leadership in Guelph and Wellington County to support the development of individuals and
organizations. We help people navigate essential community services, provide a hub for volunteer opportunities and
engagement, and enable best practices and continuous learning for professionals in the non-profit sector. PINnetwork.ca
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HOPE
HOUSE

GUELPH

November 18, 2020

His Worship Cam Guthrie
Mayor, City of Guelph
and City Councillors

I am writing in support of PIN — The People and Information Network’s delegation to Guelph City
Council requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be applied to Police Records Checks for
volunteers who require this clearance in 2021.

HOPE House Guelph has been a member of PIN and a participant in the BestMatch program
for 7 years. Through this resource, we have:

e Engaged with over 1,400 volunteers who as of September 17, 2020 have helped 5,400
unique individuals in the Guelph community escape the effects of poverty and move
forward toward independence.

¢ Have arisk management structure in place including the requirement for Police Records
Checks.

Pre COVID-19, 60% of the volunteers in our daily programming are clients. Since the
majority of these clients are not receiving income or are on either OW or ODSP due to physical
or mental health challenges, they are not able to afford the $30 cost of a police check. Our
volunteer program moves people forward toward independence. As a result, on average, 2
volunteers a month find employment through our volunteer program (pre-COVID 19) by
learning soft and hard skills and making connections with other individual/corporate volunteers
and by obtaining references that lead them to employment. See testimony below:

*J have Geen volunteering at Hope House since October of 2017. This has Geen made possi6le
Gecause of the Best Match program. J am on ODSP so J would not Ge able to pay for the police
check for myself. Through volunteering J have Geen able to get my self-esteem Gack and practice my
hard $4ills whick has Led me to work again. Because of mental and emotional abuse from my
mothier I doubted J had the ability to hold a jo6 of any Gind. T started off in the food market Gut
With my health J couldn’t Ge on my feet that Long. With reCuctance J asked to Ge trained on
reception. J have now Geen in that position for 2 years and I am rocking it. I have improved my
vocabulary and spelling, J relearned my computer $ills and have Cearned how to interact with
community members and how to determine what I could help them with and when to involve other
staff. J was uncertain if J could do the multitasking that is needed and the efficiency needed. 7 am



now training a new receptionist on the protocols of HOPE House. J Gelieve J could start applying
for part time reception joGs. Through Hope House and the Gelief in myself J have gained a part time
io6 as a custodian. Not only hasg thisg position improved my seclf-esteem, it has impacted a ot of
our community members as well.”

In conclusion:

We are a 100% community funded charity. We do not have an additional $6,000 per year to
fund police checks. Eliminating this program means that, once again, the most vulnerable in our
community will be the ones to suffer the most, especially during and after the COVID-19
pandemic. As of September 30, 2020 HOPE House has had more new households sign up
for food market services in the last 6 months (April through September) than in the entire
year last year.

In light of the liability insurance coverage HOPE House has and the vulnerable sector we work
with, police checks are considered a mandatory part of our screening process, in order to
maintain this liability coverage.

Along with our peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request a one-time fund
to cover the costs of Police Records Check fee for volunteers in the City of Guelph for approved
roles supporting our most vulnerable. This highly valuable service is a leading innovation in the
voluntary sector; one that makes a significant impact here in our community. Guelph is known
for its innovation and collaboration.

Name: Stacy Bailey

Role: Volunteer Coordinator

Organization: HOPE House Guelph

Contact information: volunteers@lakesidehopehouse.ca, 226-821-0987
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Family
Children’s

MNorember 18, 2020

Hiz Worship Cam Guthie
Mlavor, City of Guelph
and City Councillors

Omn behalf of Family & Childran’s Services of Guelph and Wellington County (FCEGEW, Tam
writing in support of PIN — The People and Information Metwork's delegation to Guelph City
Council requesting 2 one-time fund of §150,000 be applied to Police Fecord: Checks for volunteers
who require thiz clesrance in 2021

In a recent Community Benefit Sactor Survey led by PIN, clear results emerged that heve, and will
contime to have, impact on our comumunity.

' 42% have had decreazed budgets with 6394 increaze in costs dus to COVID

. Losz of budgeted revenue of over £3 million due to cancellation of events, fundraisers

' 353% dizruption of services for client: and community coupled with 31% increazed demand
for service

With the reclites of COVID-19 and the end of the lepacy agreement with Guelph Police Servicss,
there zre zsipnificant fnancis] fmpact: facing nonprofits and charities in Guelph.

Voluntears are integrzl to our mizzion and to ensure our doe diligenes in protecting the vunerabls
we zarve; Police Becords Check: are an Important component of best practice: in voluntear

sCTeening.

PCEGYY provides support and services for fzmilies to ensure that children and youth are protected
from phyzical and emotional abusze or neglect. Cur organizaton currentdy has closs to 80 voluntesrs
and pror to the pandemic, we recruited approz. 30 volunteers annoally. These volunteers dedicate
thair dme az Mentors, Tutors, Parent Aides, Childeare Aszistancs, Velunteer devers. In additon,
many of these voluntesrs step up and assist with z:ks and projects such as; grocery shopping or
making meal: for a family where the primary caregiver iz ill or cverwvhelmed, helping 2 zingls
mother; father or family move, delivering gifts to families during the holiday seazon and mmch more.

Our organization can fulfill itz mandate of kesping children zafe and supporting families with the

families that we serve, volunteers are required to have Police Fecords Checks. The Police Record



Family
Children’s
: Checks azzistin the screening process and minimizes potential fzk and harmm.
The cost of Police Becords Checks would provide significant aszistance az we
manzge financial and human resources

moving imto 2021, We believe that people in cur community will be deterred from rolunteerng if
they hzve the fnancial burden of paring for police checks. Our goal is to eliminzte barders for
pecple who want to volunteer and having to pay for police checks creates 2 barrier.

Along with pur peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request 2 cne-time fund to
cover the costs of Police Records Cheack fee for volunteers in the City of Guelph for spproved roles
supportng our most rulnerabls. "Thiz highly vzluable zervice iz a leading innoraton i the volontary
sector; one that makes a significant Impaet in our conumunity.

Sincerely,

s

Elaran Adlann
Equity & Volunteer Sarvices Manager

cC Sheila Markle; Executive Director
Bethany Comean; Director of Human Resource: and Property



Alzheimer

Movernber 13, 2020

His Worship Cam Guthrie
hzyor, City of Guslph
and Ciby El:nun-:illl:-rs|

| arm writing in support of PIN—The People and Information Metwork's delegstion to Guelph
City Council requesting & one-time fund of 5150 000 be applied to Police Records Checks fior
voluntesrs who require this dlearance in 2021

In & recent Commaunity Bensfit Sector Suresy led by PIM, dear results emerged that have, and
will continue to have, impact on our community.

= 42% have had decoreased budzets with §5% increass in costs due to COVID

] Loss of budgsted revenue of over 55 million dus 1o cancellztion of events, fundraizsrs
= 55% disruption of senvices for cients and community coupled with 31% increased
demand for ssrvice

with the rzalities of COVID-15 and the end of the legacy sgresment with Guelph Folice
Services, thers are significant financial impacts facing nonprofits and charities in Guelph.
ialuntesrs are integral to our mission and to ensure our due dilizence in protecting the
wulnerabls we serve; Police Records Checks are an important component of best practices in
voluntesr screening.

Alzheimer Society Waterloo Wellington provides person-centred, high guality and responsive
pragramming for thase living in owr cammunity with Alzheimer's or dementia. Our Society is
supported by over 100 voluntesrs who not only 3ssist with these core senvices and programs,

they also support us through governance, fundraizing and office administration.
ialuntesrs who suppart our mission, financial supgort to cover the cost of Police Records

Checks would provide significant assistance as we manags finandal and human rescurces
maving inte 2021
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Alzheimer

Because our volunteers directly support those in the vulnerable sectar, all voluntzers ars
carefully scresnad, including the need for a police check, as they engage with our dients.

Along with our pesrs in the Community Bensfit Sactor, we respectfully request & ane-time fund
to cower the costs of Police Reoords Check fee for volunteers in the City of Guelph for approved
roles supparting our most vulnerable.

Barh Bastiaan-L sl

Barb Ezstman-Lewin

Ewvents & voluntesr Coordinator
Alzheimer society Waterloo Wellingtan
519742 1422
barbeastmanlewin@alzheimeraa.ca
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Date: Movember 19, 2020

His Worship Cam Guthrie

Manyar, City of Guelgh
and City Councillors

| 3m writing in support of FIN — The People and Information Netwark's delegation to Gueslph City
iZouncil requesting 3 one-time fund of 3150000 be applied to Police Recards Cheacks for
volunteers wha reguire this cdearancs in 2021.

Iri 3 recent Carmmunity Benefit Sector Sunesy led by PIN, clear results emenged that have, and
will continue o have, impsct on our comrmunity.

= 42% have had decreased budgets with G857 increass in costs due to COWVID

= Loss of budgeted revenue of awer 55 million due to cancellstion of events, fundraisers

= 55 disruption of services for cliznts and community coupdsd with 31% incressed
demand for sendice

With the realities of COVID-19 and the and of the legacy agresment with Guslph Police
Senvices, thers are significant financial impacts facing non-profits and charities in Guslph.

‘“Wolunt=srs are integral to our mission and to ensure gur dus diligence in proteciing the
vulnerabls we serve; Police Records Checlks are an important component of best practices in
volunteer screening.

Transition Guelph [TG) engages with owsr 100 woluniesrs, some of who interact with 3 brosd
range of the general public in both private and public seftings. For TG, the chients we serve and
the wolunteers who support cur mission, financial support to cover the cost of Police Records
Checks would provide meaningful assistance as we manage financial and hurman resources
moving indo 2021.

TG's mission is sbout strengthening local resilience through positive visioning and projects.
This cowers a wide spectrum of activities ranging from engaging single individuals to large public



events. TG's risk policy requires voluntesr scresning that can include 3 Police Records Check
appropriate to the nature and circurstances of the voluntesrs role.

In conclusion: Along with our peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request a
one-time fund to cover the costs of Police Records Check fee for volunteers in the City of

Guelph for approved roles supporting our most vulnerable.

Mame: Sieve Tedes=co

Chair of the TG Board

Transition Guelph
nfoiEtransitionguelphoong

42 Carden 51, Guslph, ON, N1H 3A2




161 Morfolk Street

’ Guelph, ON N1H aJ8

St. Andrew’s (518) 8224172

r www.standrewsguelph.com

/ mailbox@standrewsguelph.com

Movember 18, 2020

His Waorship Cam Guthrie
Mayor, City of Guelph
and City Councillors

| am writing in support of PIN — The People and Information Metwork's
delegation to Guelph City Council requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be
applied to Police Records Checks for volunteers who require this clearance in
2021.

In a recent Community Benefit Sector Survey led by PIN, clear results emerged
that have, and will confinue to have, impact on our community.
# 4% have had decreased budgefs with 65% increase in costs due to
COVID
+ | oss of budgeted revenue of over 35 million due to cancellation of events,
fundraizers
# 55% disruption of services for clients and community coupled with 31%
increased demand for service

With the realities of COVID-19 and the end of the legacy agreement with Guelph
Police Services, there are significant financial impacts facing nonprofits and
charities in Guelph.

Volunteers are integral to our mission and to ensure our due diligence in
protecting the vulnerable we serve; Police Records Checks are an important
component of best practices in volunteer screening.

5t. Andrew's Guelph engages with many volunteers who provide various
supports for our ministries to children, yvouth, and seniors. We also partner with
other organizations who provide support to those citizens who are most
vulnerable — those experiencing homelessness and food insecunty. For our
organization, the congregation we serve and the volunteers who support our
mission, financial support to cover the cost of Police Records Checks would



provide significant assistance as we manage financial and human resources
moving into 2021.

The decision of the GPS Board to no longer offer free Police Checks to
organizations like ours will be impactful. It will add another financial burden to
already sfretched resources as we determine if we will add this additional cost
to our congregation supported budget or to download that cost to our individual

members who are willing to volunteer for us. It is difficult enough to engage
volunteers in our community without adding a fee for the privilege. The
Presbyterian Church in Canada reqguires all our volunteers to have a Police
Records Check and I'm certain it is the same in many other faith communities.
This won't be something that we can choose to opt out of.

Along with our peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request
a one-time fund fo cover the costs of Police Records Check fee for volunteers

in the City of Guelph for approved roles supporting our most vulnerable.

Yours in community service,
1
ﬁ ——
— A
/'

4
Rev. John Borthwick

Minister | 5t. Andrew's Guelph
reviohn@standrewsguelph.com




ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC PARISH

LT L] Pa'lﬂl-E:,r Road, Guelph, ON N1H 2R4
Phome: 319-822-4614
Website: www.shoseph Iph.ca

e-mail: stjosephguelphifrogers,.com

His Worship Carn Guthrie
Mayor, City of Guelph
and City Councillors

| am writing in support of PIM — The People and Information Network's delegation to Guelph City
Councll requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be applied to Police Records Checks for
voluntaars who requira this clearance In 2021,

In & recant Community Banafit Sactor Survey led by PIN, clear results emerged that have, and
will continue to have, impact on our community.

s 42% have had decreased budgets with B5% increase in costs due to COVID

+ Loss of budgeled revenue of over $5 million due to cancellation of events, fundraisers

s 55% disruption of services for clients and community coupled with 31% increased
dermand for service

With the realites of COVID-19 and the end of the legacy agreement with Guelph Police
Services, there are significant financial impacts facing charities in Guealph.

Volunteers are integral fo our mission and 1o ensure our due diligence in protecting the
vulnerable we serve; Police Records Checks are an important component of bast practices in
volunteer scraaning.

St. Joseph Catholic Parish engages with over 200 volunteers who support our many groups
and activities wilhin our parish. For our organization, the parishioners we serve and the
volunteers who support our work and activities, financial support to cover the cost of Police
Records Checks would provide significant assistance as we manage financial and human
resources moving into 2021,

We are mandated by the Roman Catholic Diocesa of Hamillon to have all volunteers property
screanad including Polica Records Checks.

Along with cur peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request a ona-time fund
to cover the costs of Police Records Check fee for volunteers in the City of Guelph for approved
rales supporting our most vulnerable., B

I

EiTEI‘Elj', M

Wi verend Jeff Bergema
Pastor
&t Joseph Catholic Parish Mowvember 18, 2020



Family Counselling w.a
Support Services

I i il I &Il = iy

& resdlient and supported community.

Haovember 19, 2020

His Worship Cam Guthre, Mayor, City of Guelph
Guedph City Counclliors

| am writing In Swpport of PIN — The Peopie and Information Network's delegation to Guelph City
Councl requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be applied to Police Reconts Checks for
volunieers who require this ciearance In 2021,

In a recent Community Benefit Sacior Survey led by PIN, clear results emenged that have, and
will continue to have, Impact on our community.

=  4F% have had decraased budgets with 65% Increase In cosls dus 1o COVID

= Loes of budgeted revanwse of over 35 milllon dwe o canceliation of events, fundralsars

= 53% disnuption of services for clents and community cowpled with 31% Increased
demand for service

With the realities of COVID-19 and the end of the legacy agreement with Guelph Polica
Services, there are significant inancial Impacts facing nonprofits and chanties In Guelph.

Volunteers are integral fo our mission and fo ensure our due diligence In protecting the
vulnerable we serve; Police Records Checks are an Important component of best practices In
volunieer screening.

FCSSGW engages with 100+ voluntaers. In addition o our Board of Directors, we operate
Distress Line and TeleConnect.

Distress Lina: 1-888-821-3780 - Trained volunteers provide ematianal support through active
Iistening and empathy at fmes when you may feel stressed, overwhelmed, and hopeless. This
service Is ananymous, confidential, and free to all residents.

TeleConnect Line

A unigue service where local communiy members can improve their social connection by
receiving a daiy phone call from a frained volunieer. Calls may focls on providing emotional
support, casual conversation, or establishing reminders and prompts hat support the

nesds of the individia Mo refermad regqudred. This 15 8 free sendce and enmlment 5 volimiary
for 2kl residents of the Guejph-Wellngfon community.

Hours of Operagon for both 58rvices:
fam-10pm, 7 days 3 week

519-824-2431 | 1-800-307-TO07E | f=c 519-824-3598 i @tamiycourscw
20 Shelidale Crescent, Gueiph, ON N1H 1C8 www. Saminysenviceguelph.on.ca



We acquired the agency which provided these senices on January 1 of this year. They camse
with 4 active volunbeers a fiew hundred calls per month. All of our TelkConnect calls are o
senlors for the pupose of fiendly caling, med remingers and welness checks. This program
aliows senlors to remaln safely In thelr homes with dignify and Independence and many of our
clhants have been refemed by local health agencles. All ages call our Distress Line with
depression, anxety and more. We have saved Ives, Iterally, refemed residents and Deyond.

The funding for this program comes from the United Way Guelph Wellington Duffern only and |s
not sufMclent cover the costs of fhe PO raim. We are IZ‘r'l.I'I'EI'I'III'!|I ||I'I:l|1i|l1'g at a lewal of 1500-200
calls FEFFHEIH‘U'I.

For our onganizatbion, the dienis we serve and the volunteers whio support owr mission, vision
and values, inancial support o cover the cost of Police Reconds Checks would provide
signifcant asslslance as we manage financlal and human resources moving into 2021.

Along with our peers In the Community Benefit Sechor, we respectfully reguest a one-ime fund
i cover the cosls of Pollce Reconds Check fise for volunbeers In the Clty of Guslph Tor approved
roles supporting our most vuinerable.

¥ ows In servicing ow community,

Joanne Young Evans, CAE
Executive Dlrector
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COMMUNITY LIVING

Guelph Wellington

i

Enrich. Inspire. Engag
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19 Mowvemizer 2020

His Worship Cam Guthrie
Mayor, City of Guelph

and City Councillors

| am writing in support of PIN — The People and Information Metawork's delegation to
Guelph City Council requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be applied to Police
Records Checks for volunteers who require this clearance in 2021.

In a recent Community Benefit Sector Survey led by PIN, clear results emerged that
have, and will continue to have, impact upon our community.

= 42% hove had decreased budgets with 5% increass in costs due fo COVID|

¢ Loss of budgeted revenue of over 35 milion due to cancellation of events,
fundraisers

s  55% diruption of services for clients and community coupled with 31% increased
demand for service

With the realities of COVID-1%7 and the end of the legacy agreement with Guelph Police
services, there are significant irancial impacts facing nonprofits and charties in
Guelph.

Many years age, the City of Guelph was named the most caring community in
Canada. [fee: httes://mayvorsblog.guelph.ca/2008/08/28 /macleans-names-guelph-
canadas-most-canng-community/)

One of the key indicators of this was volunteerism. A strong volunteer force is good fior
aur city. I builds stronger communities and connects people in valved and engaged
WIS,

Community Living Guelph Welington believes we must honour the kindness and
generosity of volunteers.

More than ever before, now is the time te show compassion and do everything possible
to reduce peopla’s stress levels. The fact that people believe volunteerism is important
during a pandemic [even if done virtually) says a great deal about the human spirt.

simmply stated: Volunteers reflect everything that & good about Guelph. The idea of
adding a further financial burden during a pandemic, when many in our community
have reduced or no income, is simply vnacceptakle.

8 Royal Road, Gueelph ON H1H 1G3 warw.clgw.ca FOILLOW US AT f ol
Pr 519 24 2400 F 819 B21-£174 B odmin@icigw.co ol 107 45704] RR100 CLGusiphive
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COMMUNITY LIVING = Enrich. Inspire. Engage
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Additional reasons why reauiing volunteers 1o pay for their coam Criminal and
Viulnerable Sector Screening Checks is MOT a good idea:

&  Many of our veluntesrs are on figed incomes themselves [seniors, post-secondary
students, part-fime workers, low-income wage earners). This would be a barier to
many, impaciing ther decision to volunteer (or not).

Leading to...

¢ The potenfial for reduwced volunteer numibers. This would be an additional barrier fo
EETVICE.

Leading to._.

¢ [Diminished cpporunities for the people we suppord, to be active and valued
members in the Guealph community.

Vaolunteer recruitment can be challenging at the best of times. Adding a cost to
volunfesrs would add another layer of difficulhy.

Understandaiply, dedicated Police Service Siaff managing all the Velunfesr Palice
Record Checks is costly, both in dollars and fimme. Could [even part of) this joko be
completed by a volunteer, reducing the strain on PD staff? Mo doulbt, there are
inhaerent challenge: invalved, including a confidentialty piece. Yet & there a way to
work together on this — especially during COVID2

Giuite honestly, the cost of the new Police Service Building, combined with newspaper
articles citing the request for Police Service pay raites, makes the recommendation to
waive fees for Police Record Checks a particularly bitter pill o swallow.

We believe in Guelph and are proud to be a member of the People’s Informafion
Hetwaork [PIM). We truly are in this together. Along with ouwr peers in the Community
Benefit Sector, we respeciiully request a one-time fund to cover the costs of Police
Records Check fee for volunteers in the Ciy of Guelph for aporoved roles suppaoriing
cur most vulneraibole.

Sinceraly,

b A P e o
ELFWSG AT 0 450 8 .:' I.' [
= -

=

Volunteer Engagement Coordinator

8 Royal Rood, Gueelph ON H1H 1G3 wvww. clgw.ca FOLLOW US AT f P |
P: 819 E24 2400 B 817 E21-4174 E odminicigew.co Cheahalbe: 107457061 RRO00] CLGueiphie



Guelph Tool Library
55 Unit T8, Wyndham St N
Guelph, ON N1H 778

Date: Friday November 20, 2020

His Worship Cam Guthrie
Mayor, City of Guelph

and City Councillors

I am writing in support of PIN — The People and Information Network’s delegation to Guelph
City Council requesting a one-time fund of $150,000 be applied to Police Records Checks
for volunteers who require this clearance in 2021.

In a recent Community Benefit Sector Survey led by PIN, clear results emerged that have,
and will continue to have, impact on our community.

. 42% have had decreased budgets with 65% increase in costs due to COVID

. Loss of budgeted revenue of over $5 million due to cancellation of events,
fundraisers

. 55% disruption of services for clients and community coupled with 31% increased

demand for service

With the realities of COVID-19 and the end of the legacy agreement with Guelph Police
Services, there are significant financial impacts facing nonprofits and charities in Guelph.

Volunteers are integral to our mission and to ensure our due diligence in protecting the
vulnerable we serve; Police Records Checks are an important component of best practices
in volunteer screening.

The Guelph Tool Library engages with over 100 volunteers every year who take on roles
such as Librarians, Fixers at Repair Cafes, and sit on our Board and Steering Committee.
For our organization, the clients we serve and the volunteers who support our mission,
financial support to cover the cost of Police Records Checks would provide significant
assistance as we manage financial and human resources moving into 2021.

The Guelph Tool Library set up a program called Sew on the Go in September 2019. The
program is a free service that goes to Seniors’ Centres and Retirement Homes doing sewing
repairs in Guelph. The program is to address the issue of cost or ability for some seniors to



complete their own clothing repairs. They are left seeking alternative optlons such as dry
cleaners or sewing services which have transportation and/or affordability issues. The
program was at full capacity just before the pandemic shut everything down and we were
about to recruit new volunteers to expand this service. As all volunteers for this free
program are required to have Police Checks, this new cost for Police Checks adds an
additional burden on our organization to meet this basic need of seniors In Guelph.

In conclusion: Along with our peers in the Community Benefit Sector, we respectfully request
a one-time fund to cover the costs of Police Records Check fee for volunteers in the City of
Guelph for approved roles supporting our most vulnerable.

Respectfully Submitted,

John Dennis
Chair - Guelph Tool Library



This links to letters of support provided to Guelph Police Services for the October 15 Board
Meeting.

Those letters of support can be found on page 58 - 84 on the agenda listed on this link
- https://events.quelphpolice.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-10-15-1430-October-15-2020

Kim Cusimano
Executive Director

The People and
Information Network

Formerly the Volunteer Centre of Guelph-Wellington

t 519-822-0912 x 229 » 1-866-693-3318
55 Wyndham Street North, Unit 4A
Guelph, Ontario N1H 7T8

w PINnetwork.ca

na@ﬁ@PanetworkGW


https://events.guelphpolice.ca/meetings/Detail/2020-10-15-1430-October-15-2020
https://www.facebook.com/PINnetworkGW/
https://twitter.com/PINnetworkGW
https://www.instagram.com/pinnetworkgw/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pinnetworkgw
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