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WHY AN OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT IS 
NEEDED FOR THE EMMA STREET BRIDGE

• THE OFFICIAL PLAN PROHIBITS LINEAR INFRASTRUCTURE FROM 
INTRUDING INTO THE NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM IN ORDER TO 
MINIMIZE FRAGMENTATION AND IMPACTS TO NATURAL HERITAGE 
SYSTEM FEATURES AND AREAS, AND THEIR FUNCTIONS.

• AN EXCEPTION TO THIS PROHIBITION OF INFRASTRUCTURE IS MADE 
IF THE INFRASTRUCTURE IS DEEMED ESSENTIAL.  THE DEFINITION OF 
ESSENTIAL IN THE OFFICIAL PLAN IS 

that (1) there is a demonstrated need, and (2) it has been 
demonstrated that no other reasonable alternatives exist.



THE RIVER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT PLAN 
PROVIDES THE REQUIRED STATEMENT OF NEED

• AS EXPRESSED IN THE RIVER SYSTEM MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN 
“RIVERS AND RIVER CORRIDORS ARE UNDENIABLY PUBLIC; 
PHYSICAL AND VISUAL ACCESS TO THEM MUST BE MAXIMIZED”

• PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES ARE ESSENTIAL FOR THE MAXIMIZATION OF 
VISUAL ACCESS TO RIVER-CORRIDOR VIEWS

• THE RIVER SYSTEM MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN IDENTIFIES THREE 
KEY LOCATIONS FOR NEW PEDESTRIAN BRIDGES



BRIDGES REQUIRED FOR RIVERSIDE TRAIL 
SYSTEM: EMMA STREET



GENERAL CONCLUSIONS

1. AN IMPORTANT ELEMENT IN PLANNING FOR RIVER-CORRIDORS IS 
STRIKING A BALANCE BETWEEN THE NEED FOR INTIMATE HUMAN 
CONTACT FOR PERSONAL AND SOCIAL HEALTH AND THE NEED FOR 
PROTECTION OF VIABLE NATURAL ECOSYSTEM FUNCTIONS IN RIVER 
CORRIDORS.

2. PERMANENT RETENTION OF A RIVER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT 
MASTER PLAN IN THE SUITE OF MASTER PLANS OF THE CITY IS 
ESSENTIAL IN ACHIEVING THE BALANCE BETWEEN HUMAN 
PHYSICAL MENTAL AND SPIRITUAL HEALTH, EMPHASIZED IN A 
RSMMP, AND ECOSYSTEM HEALTH EMPHASIZED IN NHS STUDIES



SPECIFIC CONCLUSIONS                                            
FOR EMMA STREET BRIDGE OPA

1. FOR AN OPA TO SUCCEED FOR THIS PROJECT THE CITY MUST 
ESTBABLISH A NEED FOR A PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AT THIS LOCATION 
AND SHOW THAT NO OTHER SOLUTION IS AVAILABLE TO SATISFY 
THIS NEED.

2. THE RIVER SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT MASTER PLAN ADOPTED BY
CITY COUNCIL IN 1993 AS THE PERMANENT MASTER PLAN GUIDING 
RIVER CORRIDOR PROJECTS PROVIDES THE NECESSARY STATEMENT 
OF NEED AND JUSTIFICATION FOR SELECTION OF THIS LOCATION

3. THE BRIDGE SATISFIES THE EXPRESSED NEED FOR VISUAL ACCESS
TO THE RIVER CORRIDOR WHILE ENHANCING THE NHS FUNCTIONS.


