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To whom it may concern, 

In the fall of 2021, my family and I moved to the beautiful city of Guelph. Prior to the move my 

wife and I had spent a great deal of time researching communities in Ontario that would be 

suitable for us to live and raise our son. We looked at factors such as affordability, safety, and 

quality of life as indicators in our decision-making process. We were also looking at accessibility 

to parks, forests and an overall environmental sensitivity of the community. I was raised in 

Mississauga and later moved to Milton. In both cases I witnessed a rapid transformation of 

cities with plenty of natural space, low crime rate, low congestion and a community feel to that 

of fast-growing densely populated, crime-ridden, traffic congested larger urban centres. During 

this urbanization process I witnessed firsthand how over-ambitious development of communities 

had a negative impact on not only the quality of life of the residents but the environment as well. 

We narrowed our search to a handful of communities including the city of Guelph where there 

was a focus on balanced growth and a high regard for the environment. During our research 

my wife and I were exploring the city's website and were impressed by the city's focus on 

maintaining environmental integrity. Some of the core values of the city as highlighted by its 

website were as follows: 

• Water sources are protected, and our water systems are managed in harmony with the

environment.

• Our food system is sustainable.
• Our natural heritage-including the urban forest and biodiversity-is nurtured, not

damaged.

• Our rivers, parks and green spaces are preserved, and the tree canopy is abundant.
• Development occurs in harmony with the natural environment

I had always heard great things about the city of Guelph. I had many friends who had attended 

University of Guelph and lived in residence and later I had many patients who had grown up or 

were living in the city of Guelph. It seemed there was always a common sense of pride 

associated with living in Guelph and an abundant of praise towards the city and its friendly 






