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Attachment-5 Official Plan Land Use Designations and Policies (continued) 

General Residential' Land Use Designation 

7.2.31  The predominant use of land in areas designated, as 'General Residential' on 
Schedule 1 shall be residential. All forms of residential development shall be 

permitted in conformity with the policies of this designation. The general 
character of development will be low-rise housing forms. Multiple unit residential 

buildings will be permitted without amendment to this Plan, subject to the 
satisfaction of specific development criteria as noted by the provisions of policy 
7.2.7. Residential care facilities, lodging houses, coach houses and garden suites 

will be permitted, subject to the development criteria as outlined in the earlier 
text of this subsection.  

7.2.32  Within the 'General Residential' designation, the net density of development 
shall not exceed 100 units per hectare (40 units/acre).  

7.2.33  The physical character of existing established low density residential 

neighbourhoods will be respected wherever possible.  

Medium Density Residential' Land Use Designation 

7.2.36 The predominant use of land within areas designated as 'Medium Density 
Residential' on Schedule 1 shall be for multiple unit residential buildings, such as 
townhouses, row dwellings and walk-up apartments.  It is not intended that 

housing forms such as single detached or semi-detached units shall be 
permitted.  Residential care facilities and lodging houses may be permitted by 

the provisions of this Plan. 

Non-Residential Uses in Residential Areas 

7.2.26 Within designations of this Plan permitting residential uses, a variety of small-

scale institutional uses may be permitted that are complementary to, and serve 
the needs of residential neighbourhoods.  Such non-residential uses include: 

schools, churches, day care centres, municipal parklands and recreational 
facilities. In addition, convenience commercial uses that provide goods and 
services primarily to the residents in the surrounding neighbourhood may also 

be permitted.  These convenience uses will be limited by the Plan to a maximum 
gross leasable floor area of 300 square metres (3,200 square feet) on a 

property. 

7.2.27 Non-residential uses shall be developed in a manner that is compatible with 

adjoining residential properties and which preserves the amenities of the 
residential neighbourhood. 

1. In addition to implementing the objectives and policies of subsection 3.6, 

Urban Design, non-residential uses shall: 

a) Be located on an arterial or collector road; 

b) Be located on the property in a manner which minimizes the impact of 
traffic, noise, signs and lighting on adjoining residential properties; 

c) Have adequate landscaping and screening to promote compatibility 

with adjacent activities; 
d) Have sufficient off-street parking, circulation and access points; and 

e) Have adequate municipal services. 

2. Non-residential uses will be encouraged to concentrate at neighbourhood 
"nodes".  



Attachment-5 Official Plan Land Use Designations and Policies (continued) 

7.2.28 The development criteria of policy 7.2.27 will be used to assess the merits of a 
rezoning application for new non-residential uses on properties presently not 
zoned to permit these activities.  

Neighbourhood Commercial Centre (4,650m2) Land Use Designation 

7.4.22 A ‘Neighbourhood Commercial Centre’, comprised of one or several commercial 

buildings on one or more properties within a compact "node", is intended to 
primarily serve the shopping needs of residents living and working in nearby 
neighbourhoods and employment districts. In addition, institutional and small 

scale office uses may also be permitted where these uses are compatible with the 
particular surroundings.  Medium density multiple unit residential buildings and 

apartments in accordance with Section 7.2 may also be permitted provided the 
principle commercial function is maintained. 

7.4.23 The ‘Neighbourhood Commercial Centre’ designations on Schedule 1 recognize 

the existing centres within the City and identify the general location of new 
‘Neighbourhood Commercial Centres’. 

6A.2.1 General Policies: Significant Natural Areas 

1.  Development or site alteration shall not be permitted within Significant Natural 

 Areas including their established or minimum buffers as designated on Schedule1, 

except in accordance with the general policies in 6A.1.2 and the Significant Natural 
Areas policies in 6A.2. 

2.  In accordance with the applicable policies in 6A.1.2 and 6A.2, development or 

 site alteration may be permitted within the adjacent lands to Significant Natural 
Areas provided that it has been demonstrated through an EIS or EA that there will be 

no negative impacts to the protected natural heritage features and areas or their 
associated ecological functions. 

 


