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Thai Mac - Response and Supporting Evidence

July 13, 2023

To:  Municipal Election Compliance Audit Committee Members
	 Guelph	City	Clerk’s	Office

Re:		 Attachment	1	-	Compliance	Audit	Request	filed	by	A.	Turner	(redacted).pdf
	 (Received	via	email	on	Friday	July	7,	2023	at	3:02pm)

Dear	Municipal	Election	Compliance	Audit	Committee	Members	and	Members	of	the	Guelph	City	
Clerk’s	Office,	

Please	find	below	are	my	responses	to	the	allegations	against	myself	that	was	brought	forth	by	Ward	
2	resident	Amanda	Turner.	I	respect	the	process	available	in	our	democratic	society	as	noted	in	
Section	88.33	of	the	Municipal	Elections	Act,	1996	and	thank	you	for	the	opportunity	to	respond	and	
present	my	supporting	evidence.	

Please	note	that	since	the	Guelph	Municipal	Election	was	held	on	October	24,	2022,	we	must	
use	and	make	any	references	of	the	Municipal	Elections	Act,	1996	at	it’s	version	relevant	to	that	
date,	which	would	be	v26	(November	29,	2021	-	December	30,	2022	-	https://www.ontario.ca/laws/
statute/96m32/v26).	

I	will	address	each	allegation	point	made	my	Amanda	Turner	as	shown	below.

Thai Mac Response:
Amanda	Turner	says	“However,	there	is	evidence	that	the	candidate	did,	in	fact,	receive	contributions	
from	other	individuals.”	as	she	makes	notes	of	1.1,	1.2	and	1.3.	
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1.1	-	A	web	page	soliciting	donations	is	NOT	evidence	that	“the	candidate	did,	in	fact,	receive	
contributions	from	other	individuals.”

It	is	common	practice	for	there	to	be	a	donation	option	on	political	campaign	websites.	Having	such	
an	option	does	not	mean	that	any	such	donations	may	be	received.	Amanda	Turner	has	failed	to	
show	proof	of	any	such	donation	transactions	received.	She	has	only	shown	that	my	website	has	a	
donation	option	-	as	most	other	candidates	did	as	well.	

1.2	-	Facebooks	posts	soliciting	campaign	donations	is	NOT	evidence	that	“the	candidate	did,	in	fact,	
receive	contributions	from	other	individuals.”

Again,	please	reference	my	response	in	1.1	above.	Soliciting	for	donations	no	matter	how	brief	or	
extended,	is	NOT	evidence	of	any	such	transactional	donations	received.	

1.3	-	“If	the	Candidate	Refunded	Contributions”	is	NOT	evidence	that	“the	candidate	did,	in	fact,	
receive	contributions	from	other	individuals.”

I	believe	perhaps	Amanda	Turner	may	have	meant	to	categorize	1.3	under	a	separate	section	of	its	
own,	as	it	doesn’t	make	any	sense	as	being	any	such	evidence.	However,	with	that	said,	regardless	
of	my	announcement	of	a	pause	in	my	campaign	activities,	the	Guelph	City	Clerk’s	Office	did	NOT	
receive	any	such	communications	from	myself	in	any	official	or	formal	manner.	

My	campaign	did	NOT	receive	any	donations	apart	from	my	wife	and	I.	We	cannot	refund	
contributions	when	none	had	been	received,	nor	did	my	campaign	give	notice	to	the	Guelph	City	
Clerk’s	Office	of	any	such	pause	or	withdrawal.

My	website	donation	button	uses	WP	EasyPay	which	is	a	Square	Payment	Solution	linked	to	my	
Square	Account.	I	have	a	screenshot	of	my	WP	EasyPay	plugin	implemented	(note	that	1	year	
license	has	since	expired)	on	this	premium	plugin.

Screenshot	of	Thai	Mac	Campaign	WP	EasyPay	Implmentation
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My	Square	Account	has	received	zero	transactions.	I	have	NOT	received	any	donations	either	
through	my	website	(via	any	donation	buttons),	or	through	any	means,	in	any	way,	shape	or	form.	

Screenshot	of	WP	EasyPay	Description

Screenshot	of	Square	Account	Showing	Zero	Transactions	Received
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Thai Mac Response:
I	self	created	the	simple	campaign	website	and	billed	it	through	my	corporation	(Macreo	Inc)	in	the	
total	amount	(including	HST)	of	$1,000.	

www.thaimac.com	Website	Receipt
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In	a	meeting	with	Stephen	O’Brien	and	Jennifer	Slater	on	Wednesday	August	10th,	2022	at	3:30pm,	
we	touched	base	on	campaign	website	costs	and	it	was	discussed	that	it	is	a	gray	area	with	no	
defined	set	costs	for	campaign	websites.	As	such,	we	see	candidates	of	the	Guelph	2022	Municipal	
Election	claiming	their	website	expenses	through	a	diverse	range	of	costs	as	shown	below:

As	you	can	see,	my	website	cost	of	$1,000	is	not	unreasonable	by	any	means.	It	also	satisfies	
Amanda	Turner’s	reference	to	GoDaddy	Canada:

My	response	and	provided	supporting	evidence	above	I	feel	adequately	addresses	Amanda	Turner’s	
2.1	(2.1.1	and	2.1.2)	allegations.

2022 Guelph Municipal Elections Candidates Listed Website Costs
https://guelph.ca/city-hall/mayor-and-council/municipal-elections/2022-municipal-election-results/

William	Albabish	-	Website	$100.00
Phil	Allt	-	Website	$600.00
John	Bertrand	-	Website	$176.28
Christine	Billings	-	Website	$214.21
Anne-Marie	Blackadar	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Kevin	Bowman	-	Website	$66.48
Michelle	Bowman	-	Website	$85.09
Linda	Busuttil	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Leanne	Caron	-	Website	$300.00
Erin	Caton	-	Website	$1,059.85
 ($244.08	+	$4.46	+	$11.31	+	$800)
Ken	Yee	Chew	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Brendan	Clark	-	Website	$85.53
 ($48.70	+	$36.83)
Billy	Cottrell	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Luc	Cousineau	-	Website	$76.89
 ($21.89	+	$55.00)
Morgan	Dandie	-	Website	$93.32
Craig DiSero - Did Not File
Cathy	Downer	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Danny Drew - Did Not File
Sam Elmslie - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Ray	Ferraro	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Nathan	Ford	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Hesham Genidy - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Dan Gibson - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Rodrigo	Goller	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed

Alex	Green	-	Website	$107.41
 ($97.82	+	$9.59)
Dallas Green - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Cam Guthrie - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Lana	Haines	-	Website	$360.45
Hitesh	Jagad	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Carly Klassen - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
John	Edward	Krusky	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Mark MacKinnon - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Shelagh	McFarlane	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Amelia	Meister	-	Withdrawn
Elia	Morrison	-	Website	$11.29
Chidi	Nwene	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Dominique	O’Rourke	-	Website	$203.91
 ($49.30	+	$49.88	+	$51.77	+	$52.96)
Rob Osburn - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Mark	Paralovos	-	Website	$25.00
Jason	Provencal	-	Withdrawn
Denese	Renaud	-	Withdrawn
Michelle	Richardson	-	Website	$814.73
Chetna Robinson - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Nicholas A Ross - Did Not File
Adrian	Salvatore	-	Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Raymond Sartor - Website	Cost	Not	Listed
Dhruv	Shah	-	Website	$1,456.90
Justin	Van	Daele	-	Website	$108.52
 ($81.36	+	$9.09	+	$18.07)
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Thai Mac Response:
The	“Caught	in	Guelph	(and	Area)”	Social	Media	Facebook	Group	does	NOT	satisfy	any	definitions	
or	related	references	to	having	need	to	register	or	charge	for	political	advertising	in	the	Municipal	
Elections	Act,	1996	v26	(November	29,	2021	-	December	30,	2022	-	https://www.ontario.ca/laws/
statute/96m32/v26).	

The	“Caught	in	Guelph	(and	Area)”	Social	Media	Facebook	Group	does	NOT	satisfy	any	definitions	or	
related	references	to	having	need	to	register	or	charge	for	political	advertising	in	the	2022	Third	Party	
Advertisers’	Guide	(https://www.ontario.ca/files/2022-03/mmah-2022-third-party-advertisers-guide-
en-2022-03-31.pdf).	

Furthermore,	in	the	2022	Third	Party	Advertisers’	Guide,	we	can	reference:
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Also	at	the	meeting	I	had	with	Stephen	O’Brien	and	Jennifer	Slater	on	Wednesday	August	10th,	2022	
at	3:30pm,	we	had	discussions	about	Social	Media	and	it	was	in	agreement	that	the	(then)	current	
Municipal	Elections	Act,	1996	v26	(November	29,	2021	-	December	30,	2022	-	https://www.ontario.ca/
laws/statute/96m32/v26)	may	need	an	update	to	address	current	trends	and	technologies.	

However,	to	err	on	the	side	of	caution,	I	decided	not	to	accept	monetary	political	advertising	in	the	
“Caught	in	Guelph	(and	Area)”	Social	Media	Facebook	Group.	As	demonstrated	when	a	Ward	2	
resident,	Erin	Caton,	who	was	running	for	Ward	1	had	been	turned	down	when	she	inquired	about	
advertising	in	the	“Caught	in	Guelph	(and	Area)”	Social	Media	Facebook	Group.

There	was	no	monetary	political	advertising	in	the	“Caught	in	Guelph	(and	Area)”	Social	Media	
Facebook	Group.
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Thai Mac Response:
My	combined	total	of	$3,310.70	for	“Advertising”	includes:

• $1,000.00	for	the	website	(as	previously	shown)
• $2,196.26	for	Facebook	Advertising
• $114.44	for	Google	Adwords
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Thai Mac Closing Response:
Ladies	and	gentlemen	of	the	Municipal	Election	Compliance	Audit	Committee	and	the	Guelph	City	
Clerk’s	Office,	I	feel	that	I	have	clearly	explained	in	detail,	and	have	presented	sufficient	evidence	in	
response	to	all	of	Amanda	Turner’s	allegations	against	myself.	I	appreciate	the	process	we	have	in	
place	such	as	this	hearing	and	this	opportunity	to	defend	myself	against	such	allegations.

I	would	like	to	note	that	a	GuelphToday	article	that	was	released	shortly	after	having	received	
my	Notice	of	Meeting,	was	quick	to	point	out	that	Amanda	Turner	had	been	quite	vocal	about	my	
candidacy.	Amanda	Turner	was	vocal	enough	to	catch	media	attention	as	shown	below	in	the	article:

In	addition,	Amanda	Turner	has	not	shown	concerns	for	the	many	other	candidates’	lack	of	website	
costs,	as	had	been	shown	above.	

Amanda	Turner	has	not	shown	concerns	for	candidates	who	did	not	file	their	campaign	finances	at	all	
-	which	I	would	consider	to	be	a	far	larger	issue.

Amanda	Turner	has	not	shown	concern	for	candidates	who	also	did	not	receive	any	donations.	

William	Albabish
Anne-Marie	Blackadar
Linda	Busuttil
Leanne	Caron
Billy	Cottrell

Self-funded Candidates:
Ray	Ferraro
Nathan	Ford
Hesham Genidy
Alex Green
Lana	Haines

John	Edward	Krusky
Shelagh	McFarlane
Mark	Paralovos
Michelle Richardson
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As	a	business	owner,	I	campaigned	on	fiscal	responsibility	and	community	safety.	As	such,	I	did	not	
enter	into	a	campaign	dependent	on	donations.	My	campaign	was	relatively	simple	in	nature	and	my	
wife	and	I	had	personal	funding	for	my	campaign.	There	was	nothing	extravagant	about	my	campaign	
or	spending.

I	personally	feel	that	these	allegations	against	myself	are	without	merit,	quite	possibly	vindictive	and	
an	abuse	of	good	process.	

I	would	respectfully	request	that	the	Municipal	Election	Compliance	Audit	Committee	Members	to	
kindly	dismiss	this	matter.

Respectfully	yours,

Thai Mac


