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Why are we preparing a 
Housing Affordability Strategy?
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Affordable housing benchmark –
home ownership
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Affordable housing benchmarks –
rental units



Housing Price Comparison - New
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Housing Price Comparison - Resale
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Income Comparison in Guelph – 2022 & 2017

7

Income has increased an average of 31%.
Housing prices have increased an average of 

59% (new) and 79% (resale). 

There is a significant gap
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Vacancy Rates – 1996 to 2022
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To accommodate 208,000 people…
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We also know…
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In the last 5 years, no primary affordable rental 

units were built outside of those that were incented

The definition of “affordable” is likely to be 

removed from Provincial policy

Finding solutions to housing affordability requires 

highly collaborative approaches



What Can the City Do?
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APPROVAL 
PROCESS

PLANNING 
STRATEGIES

ADVOCACY RESEARCH

EDUCATION FINANCIAL 
AND LAND

PARTNERSHIPS INFORMATION 
SHARING



Project Purpose & Goals
Purpose:

a) define the problem statement 

b) identify actions, advocacy, and 
partnership approaches to address 
private-market housing gaps

Goal 1: Enable a greater supply and mix 
of housing

Goal 2: Maximize and protect the use of 
existing housing resulting in a greater 
supply of affordable housing

Goal 3: Enhance capacity, awareness, and 
supports for affordable housing
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Timeline



Who will participate?
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County of 
Wellington 

housing services 
and planning staff

Relevant City 
departments

Committees of 
Council and inter-

agency 
committees

Not-for-profit 
housing providers

Co-operative 
housing providers

For-profit housing 
providers

Urban-Indigenous 
housing providers

LGBTQ2S+ 
community

Housing support 
service  providers

Real estate 
industry 

professionals 

Post-secondary 
institutions and 

student 
associations 

Individuals with 
lived  experience

Community 
advocacy groups

Members of the 
general public
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Thank you


