
P. Brian Skerrett 
  
Dear Heritage Guelph, 
  
I have read with interest the proposal to designate the Kidd Barn and Blair Farmhouse at 2187 Gordon 
St. and I would urge you to recommend designation of 2187 Gordon St and its structures to City Council. 
  
To that end, I would like to provide you with some information, background material and small 
corrections that may provide support and context for the designation. 
  

 Page 2 the staff report suggests the Kidd property “abutted Brock Rd.”, which is true today, but 
historically Brock Rd wasn’t identified that way. I hope the report before Council should it be 
recommended, will reflect that at the time of settlement the road was referred to as the 
Aboukir Rd, and then the Dundas Road, as it was the road to Dundas. It only became known as 
the Brock Road after 1848. 

  
 .The attached 1891 Census (Mary Wood era) identifies the house on the property at the time as 

a one story four room house. This is likely the foundation referred to on page 5 of the staff 
report linking it to the Mary Wood family specifically. 

 
  
  

 While the staff report suggests the house was built “about 1907” the attached Guelph Mercury 
article from August 1957 specifically says John Wood “ built the house there 50 years ago.” This 
aligns with the title record. 



 The build date is important because this is very early days for concrete house construction. For 
context, Thomas Edison didn’t file his patent for a concrete house design until 1908. 

 Locally, we may consider this house in the direct lineage of the Dario Pagani House at 49 
Metcalfe St. 

  

 
  
  

 The 1921 Census (attached) confirms the building material is a “concrete”, four rooms house. 

 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 The contextual link to the Marcolongo Farm Cultural Heritage Landscape extends to building 
material: The roof material of the timber barn at 2187 Gordon Street is found as repairing the 
rear of the barn at 2162 Gordon St. 

 Below images are of the rear of the Marcolongo Barn, a Kidd barn roof shingle and the original 
roof shingle patent drawing. 



   
  
  
  
In the Kidd Barn Historical Docs file: I would ask that some corrections be recommended by Heritage 
Guelph prior to submission to Council.   
  

 Figure 8 is labelled as 1874 Township of Puslinch Tax Assessment. 



I suspect this is the 1877 Assessment since James Kidd is identified as being 77 years old. He 
died in 1878 at age 78, so the 1874 Assessment would have him list as age 74. 

  
 The 1874 Assessment header is illustrated below and the page attached. 

 
  
  
In the Kidd Barn Historic Docs file 

a few transcription errors be corrected 
 Pg 6 Fig 11 transcribes the physician who sign James Kidd’s death record as “Richard Ortow”. 

This is more likely Dr Richard Orton who practiced in Guelph and Puslinch in the late 
19th century. 

 Pg 7 Fig 13 transcribes the occupation of Mrs. James Kidd as “window”.  I would read that as 
“widow”. 

  
  
I trust these comments will be received in the spirit int which they are intended and will contribute to a 
strong case for Designation. 
  
Thank you 
  
P. Brian Skerrett 
 


