
Committee of Adjustment 
Comments from Staff, 

Public and Agencies
 

Application Details

Application Number:  B-4/20

Location:  62 Metcalfe Street 

Hearing Date:  March 12, 2020  

Owner:   Linda Oldridge and Kenneth Oldridge 

Agent:  Jeff Buisman, Van Harten Surveying Inc.  

Official Plan Designation:  Low Density Residential

Zoning:  Residential Single Detached (R.1A) Zone 

Request: The applicant proposes to sever a parcel of land to the side of 62 
Metcalfe Street with frontage along Metcalfe Street of 4.4 metres and an area of 54 
square metres, as a lot addition to the abutting property known as 148 Palmer 
Street. The retained parcel (62 Metcalfe Street) will have frontage along Metcalfe 

Street of 29.2 metres and an area of 1,020 square metres. 
 

Staff Recommendation 

Deferral 
 

Recommended Conditions 

None 
  

Comments 

Planning Services 

City staff is requesting the application to be deferred. A pre-consultation was not 
held for this consent application and there are historical applications and decisions 

for the lands that the applicant did not indicate or make note of in their application. 
The proposed severed lands are to be added to 148 Palmer Street which was 
subject to a refused Minor Variance application (File A-120/98) to allow reduced 

setbacks to permit the construction of a single detached dwelling. The decision was 

appealed to the Ontario Municipal Board and subsequently denied (see attached). 

The applicant is proposing to sever a parcel of land off the side yard of 62 Metcalfe 
Street to provide a lot addition to the rear of abutting property at known as 148 
Palmer Street. The applicant has indicated that 146 & 148 Palmer Street, together 

with the severed lands are then to be merged to create one parcel. 



Planning Staff would like to meet with the applicant to understand the ultimate 
development proposal of lands. The 1999 OMB decision speaks to the existing lot 

area of 148 Palmer Street not having a legal non-complying status with respect to 
its lot area and frontage because it was not used for residential purposes prior to 

the passage of the city’s former Zoning By-law in 1971 and further requiring a 
14.11 metre exterior side yard setback from Metcalfe Street, being the average 

setback of the houses along Metcalfe Street. 

Planning staff recommend deferral of the application so we can meet with the 
applicant and discuss the ultimate development of the proposed merged lands and 
any further Committee of Adjustment applications that could be triggered by the 

future proposed development. 

Engineering Services 

The applicant proposes to sever a parcel of land to the side of 62 Metcalfe Street 
with frontage along Metcalfe Street of 4.4 metres and an area of 54 square metres, 

as a lot addition to the abutting property known as 148 Palmer Street. The retained 
parcel (62 Metcalfe Street) will have frontage along Metcalfe Street of 29.2 metres 

and an area of 1,020 square metres. 

From an engineering perspective, staff have no concerns with the severance 
application. However, engineering supports the recommendations of deferral made 

by Planning and Building staff. 

Building Services 

The subject property is located in the Residential Single Detached (R.1A) Zone. The 
applicant is proposing to sever a portion of 62 Metcalfe Street as a lot addition to 

the abutting vacant lot (148 Palmer Street). The enlarged vacant lot will then be 

merged with the abutting parcel (146 Palmer Street) to create a larger parcel. 

Building Services has reviewed and supports the deferral recommendation by 
Planning as there is an existing Ontario Municipal Board decision regarding the 

property. 

Bell Canada 

No concerns. 

Comments from the Public  

Yes (see attached)  
 

Contact Information  

Committee of Adjustment: City Hall, 1 Carden Street, Guelph ON. N1H 3A1 

519-822-1260 Extension 2524 

TTY: 519-826-9771 

Facsimile: 519-763-1269

cofa@guelph.ca 

guelph.ca/cofa

mailto:cofa@guelph.ca
mailto:cofa@guelph.ca
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