
By-law Number (2024)-20891 

Schedule 1: Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest: 131 Ontario Street 

The subject property is worthy of designation under Part IV, Section 29 of the 

Ontario Heritage Act because it meets five of the prescribed criteria for determining 

cultural heritage value or interest, according to Ontario Regulation 9/06 (as 

amended by O. Reg 569/22). The heritage attributes of 131 Ontario Street display: 

design or physical, historical or associative, and contextual value. 

The subject property meets Criterion 1 of Ontario Regulation 569/22 because it 

exhibits design or physical value as a rare example of the Romanesque Revival 

style of Edwardian educational architecture in the City of Guelph. Additionally, it is 

the only elementary school in the City of Guelph that combines the Romanesque 

Revival, Collegiate Gothic, and mid-century Modernist architectural styles in one 

structure.  

The subject property meets Criterion 4 of Ontario Regulation 569/22 because it has 

direct associations with the theme of education and industrialization in St. Patrick’s 

Ward through the course of the twentieth century. Tytler’s architectural expansion 

throughout the twentieth century attests to the growth of industry and influx of 

workers residing in St. Patrick’s Ward. The six phases of school construction on the 

site (1878, 1908, 1912, 1921, 1965, and 1968) convey the history of St Patrick’s 

Ward throughout the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The various phases of 

expansion directly parallel the expansion of industry and housing in St. Patrick’s 

Ward during the twentieth century.  

The subject property meets Criterion 5 of Ontario Regulation 569/22 because it 

yields information that contributes to an understanding of the St. Patrick’s Ward 

Community. The children of St Patrick’s Ward were educated on this site from 

1878-2013, and it has served the community as a meeting place and venue for 

public events. The five phases of construction that compose the current structure 

yield information on the growth of the traditionally working-class St Patrick’s Ward 

community.  

The subject property meets Criterion 6 of Ontario Regulation 569/22 because it 

reflects the educational ideas of Inspector of Public Schools, Dr. William Tytler, the 

City of Guelph’s most significant educational reformer of the early twentieth 

century. Additionally, the 1908, 1912, and 1921 constructions reflect the 

architectural work of William Mahoney, one of the most significant Guelph-based 

architects of the early twentieth century.  

The subject property meets Criterion 6 of Ontario Regulation 569/22 because it is 

important in defining, maintaining, and supporting the character of the area. Tytler 

Public School is an integral component of the Ontario Street and Toronto Street 

streetscapes, and the Ward West cultural heritage landscape. Located in the heart 

of St. Patrick’s Ward, the subject property represents one of the only institutional 

buildings in the neighborhood. With a height and massing significantly larger than 



most non-industrial structures in the area, the building is a landmark in the 

community. 


