Sandy Ravary

Arthur Street South
Guelph, ON 1NN
|

August 16, 2024

Guelph City Council

City of Guelph

City Hall, 1 Carden Street
Guelph, ON N1H 3A1

Support for Public Space Use Bylaw and Its Impact on Encampments

This letter presents the perspective that supports the bylaw's enforcement while acknowledging
that it should be part of a broader strategy that includes supportive measures for the homeless
population. While there is significant concern about the Public Space Use Bylaw and its effects
on individuals experiencing homelessness, it is also essential to consider the rationale behind
such bylaws and their potential benefits for the community. Therefore, | present the following
arguments that support the implementation and enforcement of public space regulations,
addressing concerns related to encampments.

Ensuring Public Safety and Health:

Public space bylaws are often introduced to ensure the safety and health of all residents.
Encampments, especially when they proliferate in public spaces, can lead to unsanitary
conditions and increased risks of health issues, both for those living in the encampments and for
the broader community. Issues such as the accumulation of waste, inadequate sanitation, and
potential fire hazards are valid concerns that bylaws aim to address. Maintaining clean and safe
public spaces is crucial for the well-being of everyone in the community.

Preserving Public Space Accessibility:

Public spaces are meant to be accessible to all members of the community. When
encampments occupy these spaces, they can restrict access for others who may use these
areas for recreational activities, social gatherings, or as transit routes. By implementing bylaws
that manage the use of these spaces, municipalities can ensure that public areas remain open
and usable for everyone, balancing the needs of various community members.

Encouraging Responsible Behavior:

Bylaws can serve as a tool to encourage responsible behaviour and personal accountability.
They establish clear guidelines about the acceptable use of public spaces and can incentivize
individuals to seek alternative solutions rather than settling in public areas. For some, the
enforcement of these bylaws may function as a prompt to access available support services and
housing options, thereby facilitating transitions to more stable living conditions.

Preventing the Normalization of Encampments:



Allowing encampments to become a normalized or permanent feature of public spaces can lead
to broader social and economic challenges. If public spaces are frequently occupied by
encampments, it may become more difficult for the community to address underlying issues
such as the need for affordable housing and comprehensive social services. By enforcing
bylaws, municipalities can prevent the establishment of permanent encampments, thus
maintaining pressure on local and provincial governments to address systemic issues related to
homelessness.

Encouraging Collaborative Solutions:

Enforcement of public space bylaws does not preclude the possibility of supportive measures.
Many municipalities adopt a dual approach, where bylaws are enforced alongside efforts to
improve access to shelters, housing, and social services. The enforcement of bylaws can be
seen as a catalyst for increasing the availability and efficacy of support systems, pushing for a
more integrated approach to addressing homelessness.

6. Promoting Equity in Resource Allocation:

Public space bylaws help ensure that resources and services are distributed equitably across
the community. If public spaces are monopolized by encampments, it could lead to uneven
distribution of public services and infrastructure investments. By regulating the use of public
spaces, municipalities can better allocate resources to areas that serve the broader community
and address diverse needs.

Conclusion:

While it is essential to approach the issue of homelessness/encampments with empathy and a
commitment to finding effective solutions, it is also important to recognize the role of public
space bylaws in maintaining community health, safety, and accessibility. A balanced
approach that includes both enforcement and enhanced support services can help address
immediate concerns while fostering long-term solutions for homelessness. By considering these
aspects, municipalities can work towards creating a community environment that respects the
needs of all residents while ensuring that public spaces are well-managed and inclusive.

Enforce the public space use bylaw on August 28, 2024, for the benefit of our community.
Sincerely

Sandy Ravary





