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Canadian National Fireworks Association
• Established in 2013, the Canadian National Fireworks Association is 

the leading voice advocating on behalf of the fireworks industry and 
our 3,000 members to promote fair access  and safety in the sale and 
use of fireworks

• Represent hundreds of fireworks enthusiasts in Guelph and local 
industry vendors including retailers, distributors, importers

• Partnering with all three levels of government to create 
improvements within the fireworks industry through:
– Vendor Certification & Employee Training
– Be a Good Neighbour Program
– Advocacy with Regulators
– Strong & Engaged member compliance

• Industry and the government both must accept the responsibility to 
create education, vendor certification and training for users

\

Education and Communication are key to addressing Guelph’s safety & enforcement requirements

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.
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Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.

Education & Safety First:   Be a Good Neighbour 
Program
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Vendor Certification & Employee Training 
Programs

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.
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Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.

Education First – CNFA Research Publications
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Guelph Report:  Permits for large events & Ban 
on personal sale and use

• Consultation with local industry ?
• How would permit fee be administered ? 
• What about individual use on Canada Day, Victoria Day, New Years Eve & other    

approved days ?
• Public events will not replace personal fireworks use and sale
• Cultural & Religious observances: Diwali & Lunar New Year
• How would a total ban on sales and use be enforced?

– Guelph is not an island
– Purchases will be made in other cities & online

• Noise and light impacts - but Guelph’s top by law complaint is noise from parties, 
construction and loud music.  Fireworks are not a complaint

• Environmental and Human impacts - Empirical data & evidence not cited in
staff report, only anecdotal notes

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.

6



Guelph Oct 1 meeting:  What was asked & said

• What is the problem we are trying to solve?   How many 
firework complaints do we receive? (Councillor O’Rourke) 

• Do we have a legal liability on injuries? (Councillor Downer)

• What about drones, laser shows? (Councllors Alt, Caron)

• How do we educate the public? (Councillor Chu)

• How do we enforce a ban?  (Councillor Goller)

• It is time consuming to review safety plans (Fire Chief)

• Why should consumers be penalized & unfairly targeted? 
(Councillor Gibson)

• Should the current fine be increased?  (Mayor Guthrie)

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.
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Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.

A compromise solution
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Permits for commercial use of fireworks The CNFA fully supports this staff

recommendation

Fireworks public education & safety based compliance The CNFA fully supports

this staff recommendation and will assist at no cost to the municipality

More stringent time restrictions & fines for delinquent use The CNFA will

stand by Guelph in supporting this recommendation and can help strengthen the by-law

No permits for personal fireworks use Consistent with all by-laws in cities that regulate

fireworks. The CNFA will stand by Guelph in support and ensure member compliance.



Environment & Carbon Footprint

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.
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Industry has worked with Dr. Tom Smith – Chemist from Oxford University to create a software

calculator to measure our footprint:

• A consumer fireworks display of $1000: 1.25 KG of CO2

• A consumer fireworks display of $500: 0.625 KG of CO2

• 1 hour car trip from Mississauga to Downtown Toronto: 19 KG of CO2

• Propane gas tank for backyard BBQ: 2.4 KG of CO2 per hour

• Return flight for 1 person from Toronto to Tampa: 270 KG of CO2

• 7 day cruise for 1 person: 1 metric ton of C02

Fireworks FX reduced its carbon foorprint by 70 metric tons per year in 2021 and 200 metric tons 

in 2022



Air Quality Impact of Fireworks

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.

10

In a report provided to the City of London, data from Ontario’s Ministry of the Environment  
was used.  (The range of data is from 1/1/18 to 12/31/22 (5 years). The data included the 
Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) as the variable of choice to measure pollution and AQI 
degradation. AQI research discusses Fine Particulate Matter (FPM) that is harmful to the 
respiration system. The chart below shows the monthly average over the entire period varies 
but never exceeds 10. According to the California Air Resources Board 
(https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/), any value below 12 is considered very good quality air. 

Therefore, based on these findings, there is no statistical proof that backyard fireworks, or 
for that matter, commercial fireworks contribute to AQI degradation.  



Impact to Pets – Follow what officials say

Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance.
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Parental Supervision: Responsible pet owners exercise parental supervision to
safeguard their pets comfort during events that might disturb them, including
fireworks displays. By ensuring that pets are indoors and comforted during these 
times, we significantly minimize their exposure to potential stress triggers. 

This has been steadfastly encouraged by various animal and pet advocacy groups 
including Humane Society’s Across Canada.



Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance. 12

Case Study – Montreal & Sudbury

Cities walk back decisions to replace fireworks with 
drones in Montreal and Sudbury, citing cost and 
community acceptance as prime considerations.

Montreal citied the cost of a typical fireworks show to be 
one-fifth the cost of a drone show and in some cases 
even more.

Higher costs were prohibitive in particular for larger scale 
events. Exemptions for drone operators in congested 
airspaces made it impossible for Montreal, adding 
logistical complexity and community disappointment.

Drone policy 
reversals



Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
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Brampton



Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
vendor certification, employee training, advocacy with regulators, and member compliance. 15

Bans are “Impossible to police” in Mississauga 
and “Extreme”



Mission of the CNFA is to promote fair access and safety in the sale and use of fireworks through 
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Caledon
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