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 Figure 1 City of Guelph Heritage Register 2022 

 

2012 Heritage Resources Centre Evaluation 

 

Figure 2 excerpt from Arch, Truss and Beam: The Grand River Watershed Heritage Bridge Inventory, 2013 NB: Missing landmark 
status.  



1827 
On one of Guelph’s earliest maps, the 1827 Tiffany map, a bridge at the location of what would become 
Allan’s Mill was noted, even though it wouldn’t be built until the following year. 

 

Figure 3 1827 Tiffany Map of Guelph reproduced Bouchette 1830 

  



1830 
An image of the first bridge in Guelph built in 1828 by Mr. John Clark (Guelph Evening 
Mercury  July 20 1927) under the supervision of Major Samuel Strickland (Annals of the 
Town of Guelph  1877). Note the Priory in the top right. This was one of two bridges built 
that year each vying for the title of “First Bridge in Guelph.” 

 

Figure 4 Detail of engraving H. Childs Fraser's Magazine 1830 

 

From Annals of the Town of Guelph, C. Acton Burrows, 1877 

For the remainder of the summer he (Major Strickland) was employed in superintending the 
erection of several houses, and in building two bridges, one over the Speed, and the other over 
the Eramosa branch. That over the Speed, where Allan’s bridge now is, appears from a painting 
executed in the fall of 1828, to have been a very substantial and not inelegant structure, built on 
piles, the superstructure being partly of squared timbers. This was a great convenience to the 
settlers, as a good number of farms had been cleared on the other side of the river, and the 
farmers had hitherto been compelled to cross on a rude ferry, consisting of a raft of logs lashed 
together;  

 
It is worth noting that Major Strickland was also the author of Twenty-Seven Years in Canada West, and 
was the brother of Susanah Moodie (Roughing It In The Bush, 1852 ) and Catherine Parr Traill (The 
Female Emmigrant’s Guide, 1855)  
  



1829 
The 1828-29 Plan of Guelph similarly features what would become known as “Allan’s Bridge”. 

 

Figure 5 Detail of 1828-29 Map of Guelph -Toronto Reference Library Archives 



 

1842 
The 1842 District Map of Wellington County puts into perspective the importance of the bridge; in 1828 
it was the sole cross-river link to the York Road, the road to Toronto.  

 

Figure 6 1842 District Map Wellington County 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1843 

In 1843, Richard Fowler Budd, Guelph District Clerk, wrote to the Canada Company Commissioner 
Frederick Widder, about Allan’s Bridge. He noted that an early bridge had been “carried away about 7 
years since”, so about 1836. That would logically have bee Major Strickland’s bridge.  He also indicated 
the new one was already becoming dilapidated and a new bridge was intended to be built that year. 

The bridge didn’t get constructed until 1844. According to another exchange documented in Guelph 
Historical Society publications Vol II No 8 by Mrs. A.E. Hinds, David Allan was given a contract to build a 
new bridge at a cost of 150 pounds. This is likely the bridge illustrated below in the David Kennedy 
watercolours.  

 

 

Figure 7 Excerpt from Guelph Historical Society Publications Vol II No 8 

  

  



 

 

 

Figure 8 Detail # 1 David Kennedy Watercolour Allan's Bridge 1845 -Wellington County Museum and Archives 



 

Figure 9 Detail # 2 David Kennedy Watercolour Allan's Bridge 1845 -Wellington County Museum and Archives 

Note the presence of a foot bridge south of primary bridge and the long abutments to the bridge 



 

Figure 10 Detail of David Kennedy Sketch 1853  -Wellington County Museum and Archives 

  



1853 
In 1853, the planning for a future rail viaduct over the existing Allan’s bridge was apparent. The general 
reference to Allan’s Bridge speaks to its presence in the city as a landmark.  

 

 

Figure 11 1853 Hamilton Gazette and General Advertiser 



 

Figure 12 Plan 16 c 1847 



 

Figure 13 Plan 26 1855 

 



 

Figure 14 Detail of David Kennedy Watercolour 1861 - Wellington County Museum and Archives 

  



1867 
According to notes from Guelph historian, artist, and president of the Local Architectural Advisory 
Committee, Gordon Couling, the wood girders on the Grand Trunk Railroad bridge that ran above Allan’s 
Bridge were replaced with iron ones. This is repeated in David Allan’s journal from 1867.  

 

Figure 15 1867 Nov 11, David Allan's Journal -Rural Diarty Archives University of Guelph. "the Grand Trunk men are still busey 
putting up the iron Girders of the bridge instead of the wooden ones" 

 It is worth comparing the image above with enormous braces supporting the girders in figure 14, with 
Figure 17, which is still illustrates a wooden bridge below the viaduct, but with iron girders and no 
angled braces on the viaduct. Also note the abutments filling in the gap between the piers of the 
viaduct. This allowed a much shorter span of timbers for the bridge.  

 

Further demonstrating its position as the gateway to Guelph, we see in this 1865-66 Mitchell’s Canada 
Classified Directory, the address of the Distillery is 9 and 11 York Road. As in Figure 4, crossing the bridge 
from west to east, put one on the road to York.  

 

 

Figure 16 1865-66 Mitchell's Canada Classified Directory. Note that York Road, literally the road to York, is the address 
immediately on crossing the river. 



1856-1867 

 

Figure 17 Image is labelled 1869 Aug. As it appeared prior to removal. This may be inaccurate since the wooden railway girders 
and braces were replaced in 1867. Note also the stone fill used for the abutments and what appears to be erosion of the west 
side abutment.  The bridge is supported by a temporary posts on the west and cribbing on the east. This would be consistent the 
1869 flood… more research is needed to establish the date with certaintly. 



 

Figure 18 North side of Allan's Dam and Bridge between 1856 and 1867. Note Yankee Cottage at top left. See notes re date in 
figure 17. 

1869 

 

Figure 19 1869 Aug 31 David Allan's journal - Rural Diary Archives, University of Guelph “We began this forenoon to tear down 
the old Bridge and have stopt passage that way” 

 

 



1872 

 
Figure 20 Detail of 1872 H. Brosius Bird's Eye View of Guelph Map -Wellington County Museum and Archives 

 

Figure 21 Detail of Cooper Map c. 1874- P. Brian Skerrett. Note the river is still narrowed between the two viaduct piers, 
suggesting abutments that reduce the bridge span. 

  



1890 
This Guelph museums image is dated to 1890 which would seem pretty accurate. The Guelph Junction 
Railway line was built in 1887, and this is clearly a wooden bridge structure that was eventually replaced 
in 1892 by a steel bridge contracted by the Stratford Bridge and Iron Works.  

 

Figure 22 Allan's Bridge circa 1890 -Guelph Museums. This image illustrates the newer bridge built by David Allan with a much 
longer span. The fill formerly used between the piers is gone, the span is longer and the there are now two bents underneath the 
span.  

 



1892 

 

Figure 23 Excerpt Guelph Daily Mercury May 17 1892 



 

Figure 24 Guelph Mercury 1963 Reporting on Bridge Construction from 1892 



 

Figure 25 May 21 1892 Guelph Mercury 

  



1903 

 
Figure 26 1903 Photo -Iron bridge as constructed (1892), Iron girders under viaduct (1867), and Guelph Junction Railway Bridge 
(1887) Note absence of centre support. 

  



1903 

 

Figure 27 Detail of 1905 photo showing north side of bridge where the pedestrian bridge was. -Library and Archives Canada 

 

1908 

According to notes from Guelph Historian Gordon Couling, the deck of Allan’s Bridge needed to be 
replaced in 1908.  

 

Figure 28 Gordon Couling notes -Wellington County Museum and Archives 

  



 

1929 Flood  

 

Figure 29 Detail of photograph of 1929 Flood under Allan's Bridge. Steel superstructure is still in place. 

  



1930’s  
According to HistoricBridges.org, Allan’s Bridge “uses a railing panel design that was used often in 
Ontario. However, in neighboring Michigan a suspiciously similar railing panel design was also used, 
suggesting that Michigan and Ontario perhaps got ideas for bridge railing design from one another. This 
bridge is unusual however because its concrete railing posts have a different inset design in them from 
most Ontario bridges with this railing panel design. Interestingly however, the railing posts on this 
bridge are similar to the earliest railing posts coupled with this railing panel design found on Michigan 
bridges built between 1932 and 1939. The big mystery is who invented the railing design first, Ontario or 
Michigan?” 

“If it can be proven that this bridge was built before 1932, it would suggest that Ontario came up with 
the railing design first. In regards to Ontario's use of the railing design, this bridge's metal panels differ 
slightly from the design of the later bridges using this railing design in that the top of the metal panels is 
composed of pipe, rather than a custom-shaped design found on later bridges.” 

 

The railings on Allan’s Bridge bear a strong resemblance to Michigan’s R4 Railings. HistoricBridges.org 
says:  

 The first generation R4 railings, used in the 1930s bear specific mention because during 
this period a specific architectural detailing was used for the concrete railing posts during this 
period. This detailing was only used for this first decade and was not used at all after this period. 
In addition, the other architectural details which would be used on the concrete posts in later 
years do not appear to have been created yet during this period. The design of the concrete 
posts from this period have an Art Deco styling to them, with the top of the posts being slightly 



stepped, and the face of the posts having an inset design consisting of a center vertical line 
flanked by a single shorter vertical line on either side.  

 

Figure 30 Michigan R4 Railing-first Generation Post

 

Figure 31 Michigan R4 Railing 



 

Figure 32 Feb 2025 Note rail pattern and posts similar to Michigan R4 



 

The Brantford Expositor article below indicates that in 1938 immediate construction was to begin “to 
widen and improve Allan’s Bridge. This corresponds exactly to the era of the first generation of the 
Michigan R4 Railing, 1930 – 1940. 

 

Figure 33 Sept 7 1938 Brantford Expositor 



1950 

 

Figure 34 1950 Jusne 30 Waterloo Region Record 



1962 

 

Figure 35 1962 Guelph Mercury before MacDonell St Bridge 

 

 

 

 



 

Figure 36 March 30 1962 -Guelph Mercury fonds Guelph Public Library 

 



 

Figure 37 1962 Guelph Guardian -Guelph Public Library 

 

 



1963 

 

Figure 38 1963 MacDonnell St Bridge under construction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Landmark Status 
Below is a selection of miscellaneous news clippings or excerpts that illustrate Allan’s Bridge status as a 
Landmark. In each clipping, no further information is given regarding the location of the event. The 
Bridge itself was significant enough to convey the information required.  

 

 

Figure 39Hamilton Spectator Oct 20, 1868 

 

Figure 40 Guelph Mercury Real Estate Ad Feb 2 1872 

 



 

Figure 41 Orangeville Sun Mar 12, 1874  

 

Figure 42 Guelph Mercury April 9th 1874 

 

Figure 43 Orangeville Sun Apr 6, 1876 

 

 

Figure 44 Hamilton Spectator June 17, 1881 

 



 

Figure 45Figure 10 Guelph Mercury Ad July 22 1916 

 

 

Figure 46 July 7 1960 

 

 

Figure 47 1978 May 23 Waterloo Region Record -excerpt 



 

Figure 48 1988 March 1 Waterloo Region Record excerpt 

 

 

Figure 49 1998 Jan 17 Toronto Star -excerpt on opening of River Run Centre by David Hume 

 

 

Figure 50 2006 Jan 23 Guelph Mercury -excerpt of Letter to the Editor 

 

 

Figure 51 2011 July 21 Guelph Mercury -excerpt 
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