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Guelph’s Community Call to 
Climate Action

Support everyone in Guelph…

• better understand GHG 
emissions from energy use

• identify ways we can reduce 
GHG emissions

• help the Guelph community 
focus our collective climate 
action

2



Where we see climate change in Guelph everyday

• Heat waves
• Heavy snow fall
• Ice storms
• Extreme winds
• Flooding
• Drought
• Infestation

• Biodiversity decline

• Human health impacts

• Infrastructure damage

• Increased cost of living 3



Climate targets

• Canada–Canadian Net-Zero Emissions Accountability Act

• Ontario–Made-in-Ontario Environment Plan

• Reduce per capita GHG emissions by 63% against the 2018 baseline by 2030
• Work together to become a net zero carbon community by 2050 4



Community GHG emissions
Per capita emissions Total emissions
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Key focus areas
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How everyone in Guelph can help
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Use heat pumps to heat more efficiently and with a much cleaner 
energy source

● ● ● ● ● ●

Invest in renewable solar power to bolster the electricity grid to enable 
electrification 

● ● ● ● ● ●

Reduce car trips and use sustainable transportation alternatives 
(walking, rolling, biking, public transit, etc.)

● ● ●

Eliminate tailpipe emissions by using electric vehicles ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Reduce material waste because it takes a lot of resources and energy 
to make stuff and get rid of stuff  

● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Properly sort waste to increase ability to reuse and recycle materials
● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Process organic waste properly by keeping it out of landfill and sending 
it to composting or anaerobic digestion facilities to produce soil 
amendment and renewable energy

● ● ● ● ●

Build more energy efficient buildings, new and existing
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Complete process equipment upgrades to reduce GHG emissions and 
make the industrial, commercial and institutional sector more energy 
efficient

● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Learn more about and always encourage adoption of energy efficiency 
and GHG emissions reduction

● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●7



Sector GHG 
emissions
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Priority climate actions
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Sphere of influence

adapted from Federation of Canadian Municipalities 
Factsheet: Municipal governance for deep decarbonization
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https://greenmunicipalfund.ca/resources/factsheet-municipal-governance-deep-decarbonization


Community supporting efforts

• Collecting emissions data, tracking progress and reporting

• Teaming up with community groups and environmental non-profits 

• Enabling household efficiency upgrades and lowering energy costs 

• Empowering youth to be climate leaders 

• Working alongside industrial, commercial, and institutional (ICI) partners 

• Strengthening climate awareness and promoting activation in the community 

• Using policy to guide climate action throughout the community 

• Investing in reliable infrastructure to help the community be more sustainable 

• Shedding light on energy access and poverty challenges in Guelph
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Answer the Community Call to Climate Action
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