Mayor Guthrie and Members of Guelph City Council:

| am attaching the results of an FOI | filed with the GRCA last year around the MNR grant
received for the purchase of the former Kortright Waterfowl Centre.

| am also attaching a copy of an archival news clipping from the Guelph Mercury from
February 2, 1977.

| would ask that the Clerks include these 10 pages of documents in the agenda for this
meeting so they are part of the official record.

The GRCA Strategic Plan includes "Asset Management". GRCA assets include
infrastructure like the Guelph Dam, as well as land assets. In Guelph, those land assets
are around 1,100 acres.

Just over a year ago, the GRCA approved the "Niska Management Plan" for the former
Kortright Waterfowl Park land. The planincludes a recommendation to declare some of
the lands surplus and to sell them. This plan has never come before Guelph City
Council or staff for review and consideration. It needs to do so at the earliest
opportunity.

The GRCA recommendation to declare some of the Niska lands surplus and to sell them is
based on a false acquisition history - that these lands were acquired for the Hespeler
Reservoir Project which was eventually cancelled, so therefore the lands are no longer
needed. There is nothing on the historical record to support this narrative. Persistent
efforts by Guelph citizens to have this narrative corrected have fallen on deaf ears. The
true acquisition history of these lands for the Hanlon Creek Conservation area and Guelph
Valley Lands projectis on the public record in historical documents which include GRCA
and City of Guelph minutes, newspaper clippings and correspondence with the MNR. Dr.
Hugh Whiteley has compiled many of these documents.

Over time, Guelph citizens have invested hundreds of thousands of tax dollars in the
acquisition of conservation lands within Guelph to be safeguarded by the

GRCA. Significant funding was also provided by grants from the Ministry of Natural
Resources, with the understanding that the land acquisition was for the Hanlon Creek
Conservation Area.

On page 2 of the FOl documents | have attached is a letter from then Minister of Natural
Resources Leo Bernier. You will see in the subject line that the project is: "Valley Land
Acquisition - Hanlon Creek Conservation Area".

Minister Bernier's letter is dated January 31st, 1977. Clearly, phone calls were exchanged,
as 2 days later, on February 2, 1977, an article appeared in the Guelph Mercury,
announcing receipt of the grant and completion of the purchase of the Kortright Waterfowl



Park. The quotes in the article express the intention that the lands would be protected
from development in perpetuity. A copy of that newspaper article is also attached to this
email.

You can imagine my surprise when GRCA CAO, Ms. Samatha Lawson, told a meeting of
the GRCA that the letter they had retrieved for me from Minister Bernier did not in fact
pertain to the former Kortright Waterfowl lands. Ms. Lawson based her assertion on the
entry in the ledger on page 9 of the FOI documents - that the purchase price in the
Minister's letter - $320,000, did not exactly match the purchase amount in the ledger of
$300,000. However, the only other entry for 1977 was for a land purchase price of
$206,028.00 which is also not an exact match.

The historic Guelph Mercury article unequivocally establishes that the grant outlined in the
Minister's letter was for the purchase of the Kortright Waterfowl Park, for the establishment
of the Hanlon Creek Conservation Area.

At the same meeting that Ms. Lawson made this assertion, Councillor Billings asked if the
letter provided to me was NOT regarding the grant for the Kortright Waterfowl Park, then
where was that letter? Ms. Lawson stated that they were "unable to find it."

Section 1.4 of the GRCA's own acquisition and disposition policies require that, "The
terms of the original acquisition shall be reviewed for compliance and consideration."”

https://www.grandriver.ca/media/gesfqg0eu/gm-08-24-70-b_land-disposition-
policy 2024.pdf

I will flag that | also attempted to file an FOI for the "conditions of approval" that were
attached to Minister Bernier's letter, but the GRCA was unable to locate them in their
files. Perhaps they may be retrievable from the Archives of Ontario.

So at this point, if the grant letter IS for the former Kortright Waterfowl Park lands - the
GRCA cannotinsure compliance with the terms of the original acquisition, because they
do not have that attached document.

And if the letter retrieved by my FOI is NOT for the former Kortright Waterfowl Park lands,
then they do not have that letter in their possession and under that scenario, the GRCA is
also not able to ensure compliance with the terms of the original acquisition.

It's a travesty that 116 acres of beautiful conservation land in Guelph has sat idle for more
than a decade and is technically off-limits to Guelph citizens, with "No Trespassing" signs
posted.


https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FrknCXLKg2uX1qY8t6fziWsOvb?domain=grandriver.ca
https://url.ca.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FrknCXLKg2uX1qY8t6fziWsOvb?domain=grandriver.ca

These lands were purchased with citizen tax dollars - both through a local tax contribution
and Provincial tax dollars through the grants. That original investment is now worth
millions. In the face of a looming parkland deficit, the value of that land is priceless.

Guelph City Council needs to urgently swing into action both to protect the financial
investment of Guelph citizens, but more importantly to fulfill the vision of the legacy that
former Mayor Norm Jary and the late Ken and Eileen Hamill worked so hard to leave for
future generations.

Sincerely,
Susan Watson



Administration Centre: 400 Clyde Road, PO. Box 729 Cambridge, ON N1R 5W6

Phone: 519-621-2761 Toll free: 1-866-900-4722 Fax: 519-621-4844 www.grandriver.ca

October 21, 2024

Susan Watson by email: susanejwatson@gmail.com
RE: Freedom of Information Request 2024-02

As noted in the decision letter regarding the above-mentioned Freedom of Information Request,
your fee for receiving copies of our records has been waived.

Our file search identified eight (8) pages of documents and maps in response to your request,
and we determined that your request identified two separate matters as described below:

One, being a purchase of property in 1977 in the amount of $320,000 with a 50% Provincial
Grant.

Two, being a copy of the application made to the Ministry of Natural Resources by the GRCA for
Provincial funds towards the purchase of the 116 acres of the former Kortright Waterfowl Park
property (Ontario Waterfowl Research Foundation) in Guelph.

We were unable to locate an original grant application, however, we did locate a Minister's
Approval from 1977 for a land acquisition related to Hanlon’s Creek Conservation Area in the
dollar amount you identified in your request. A map or description of the property was not
located with respect to this file. A map showing the boundary of the lands identified in the 1982
Hanlon’s Creek Conservation Area Master Plan has been provided to illustrate the large area of
related lands acquired throughout the 1970s.

Additionally, we located confirmation of the 116-acre property acquired in 1977 from the Ontario
Waterfowl Research Foundation and the financial details of that process. A map has been
provided to illustrate the properties.

All records noted above are enclosed.

Should you have any further questions, please reach out to me directly.

Kind regards,

Eowyn Spencer
Supervisor of Administrative Services

Member of Conservation Ontario, representing Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities | The Grand — A Canadian Heritage River


mailto:susanejwatson@gmail.com

Office of the

Minister

| reas | 4

Ontario
Ministry of : 416/965-1301 Whitney Block
Natural Queen's Park
Resources Toronto Ontario

Mr. Ron Fox

Secretary - Treasurer

Grand River Conservation Author1ty
P.0. Box 729

Cambridge, Ontario

NTR 5W6

Dear Mr. Fox:

Project: Valley Land Acquisition - Hanlon Creek Conservafﬁnn Area
W

[ am pleased to inform you that I have approved the above-mentioned
project in accordance with Section 23 and have authorized a grant
under Section 39 of The Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.0. 1970,
as shown below.

Date of letter of request for grant November 4, 1976

Grant authorized under ¢ M/A 55/77 O
Total cost ‘_5“5561560.00
Rate of grant 50 per cent
Grant not to exceed $ 160,000.00

Please refer to the attached copy of the Report to Management Board
for further particulars and conditions of approval.

You are advised, however, that before any work is proceeded with,
the instructions on page C-2 of the Manual of Information regarding
plans and specifications and tenders for contracts must be complied
with.

The amount of regular grant payable by the Ministry on this and other"
projects in any year will be subject to the limitations imposed by the
funding allocation to the Authority for that year. Should there be
any conflict between funding requirements for grant approvals and
funding allocations in any year, the latter will apply.

Yours sincerely,
% 4z

KT

Leo Bemier
Minister

Attach.
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CERTIFICATE OF -~ TILLE

We, PARRIS, WHITE,MATLOW, MILLER & HARRIS, Solicitors, certify that
CGRAND RIVER CONSERVATIONAJTHORITY is the registered owner of the lands
describzd in Schedules "A"™ and "BY herecto, comprising 116 acres, more

or less, in fee

ple, free of enciuxbrances, subject to the following:
s first mortgaye in Lavour of Ontario Waterfowl Research Foundaticn
in the amount of $2490,%C00,

D the bed of the Speed River as it flows through'the property and
designated as Pavis 4 and 6 of reference plan 6i-Rk~-1483 being vestad in
the Crown,

3 the boundaries, acrcage and dimensiouns of these lands and premises
Iing located and confirmed by way of further survey and what defects such
further survey would show,

the said parcel heing acquired from ONTARIL WAYERFOWL RESEARCH FOUNDAT ION
at a purchase price of $300,000 by a daed wo it datcd the 26th 3ay of
Janvaxry, 1977 ard registered the 27th day of January, 1977 as instrument
182018 in the Registry Office of Wellington South (No. 61).

EARPIS, WHITE, MATLOW, MILLER & HARRIS
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Jobin M. Harris
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SCHEDULE A

ALL AND SINGULLR those certain parcels ox tracts of
land and premises situate, lying and being the whole of Clergy
Reserve Lot Number Twelve (12) in the Sixth Concession being
partly in the City of Guelph {formerly in the Township of Puslinch)
and partly in the Township of Puslinch, in the County of Wellington,
and the whole of Clergy Reserve Lot Nuwber Thirteen (13) in the
Sixth Concession, in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township
of Puslinch), in the County of Wellington, containing by admeasure-
ment sixty—-two (62) acres of land more or less and more particularly
described as follows:

COMMENCING at the Southeast angle of Lot number thirteen’
{(13); : .

_ THENCE North sixteen (16) degrees West along the division
line between seaid lot number thirteen (13) and Lot numbexr fourteen
(12) twenty-six (26) chains, thixty {30) links (1735.8 feel) more
or less to the limit belween the Townships of Guelph and Puslinch;

. THENCE South forty-five (45) degreés West aloﬁg'said Town
line forty-five (45) chains (2970 feet) more or less to the Westerly
angle of Lot number twelve (12); RO S

} “THENCE North Seventy-seven (77) degrees, Fifteen (15) -.
minutes East along the Southerly limit of said Lots twelve (12) and
thirteen (13) to the place of beginning. ‘0 0

AND SECONDLY

AT, AMD STINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and
premises situate, lying and being in the City of Guelph (formexly in
the Township of Guelph), in the County of Wellington and being com-
posed of a part of Lot number nine () in the Fifth Concession of
Division "G" containing three and one-half acres be and the sane
more or less and which may be more particularly described as follows:

COMMENCING at a point on the road between the Township of
puslinech and the Township of Guelph on the Southerly boundaxry of said
Lot number 9 adjacent to the adjoining Lot numbex thirteen (13) and
fourteen (14) in the Township of Puslinch and being distant South-
westexly 700 feet from the Easterly angle of said lot nuwbex thirteen
(13); . ST -

_THENCE Northeasterly along the said Southerlyfbouﬁdary of -
said Lot Numbex nine (9), 960 feet to a point; A ., e

THENCE North ten (10) degrees West 315 feet to a point;

THENCE South thirky (30) degrees West 1,000 feet to the
place of beginning; ;
-~

SAVE AND EXCEPT PARTS 1, 2, 3 and 4 of REFERENCE PLAN
61-R-152 which lands were previously conveyed by registered instru-
ment M-105159 to The Corporation of the City of Guelph and instru-

ment M-105195 to University Village (Guelph) Limited.
AND THIRDLY

. ALL AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and
premises situate, lying and being in the City of Guelph (formerly in
the Township of Puslinch), in the County of Wellington and being
composed of part of the North part of the Broken Front Lot number
twelve (12) in the Fifth Concession of the said Township of
Puslinch, containing fifty-four acres more or less and Being nore
particularly described as follows: . ’




Schedule b - page 2.

COMMENCING at the Rortherly angle of said Lot twelve
(12); .

THENCE Southeasterly along the Northcast linmit of said
lot sixteen (16) chains, ninety-two and one-half links (1117.05
feet) more or less to a point in the last-mentioned limit one-
thirxd (1/3) the distance to the centre of the said concession;

THENCE at right angles to the last course to the centre
of the main channel of the River Speed; |

. THENCE upstbtreain Northerly, Westerly and Horthexrly along
the centre of the main channel to the Northwesterly limit of said
Lot 12;

THENCE Northeastexly along the last-mentioned limit to
the place of beginning.

AND FOURTHLY -

ALL AND SINGULAR thal certain parcel or tract of land and
premises, situate, lying and being in the Ccity of Guelph (formerly
in the Township of Puslinch), and county of Wellington and being
composed of the North part of the NWorth half of Lot thirteen (13)
in the Fifth Concession of the said Township more particularly .
described as follows: . ‘ - el . T

e COMMENCING at the Northerly angle of said Lot thirteén’
(13); B c ' .
. THENCE Southeasterly along the Northeast Limit of said
lot, sixteen (16) chains, ninety—two and one-half (92%) lini

ks .
(1117.05 feet) more ox less to a point in the last-mentioned limit
one—third (1/3) the distance to theé centre of the said Concassion;

THENCE Westerly and parallel to the road allowance between

the Fifth (5th) and Sixth (6th) Concessions to thq_Southwesterly.limit

of said Lot;

_ THENCE Northwesterly and along the said last-mentioned

1imit to the Westerly angle of said Lot; : .
THENCE No:theastefly algng the road allowance between th

Fifth (5th) and Sixth (6th) Concession to the place of beginning.

SAVE AND EXCEPT lands shown as PARTS 2, 12 and 13 on

REFERFNCE PLAN 61-R-1483 conveyed to THE CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF

GUELPH by registered instrument number /S 275

.




SCHEDULE "B"

ALL. AND SINGULAR that certain parcel or tract of land and premises
situate, lying and being i
FIRSTLY - the whole of Clergy Reserve Lot 12 in the 6th Concession
being partly in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of
Puslinch) and partly in the Township of Puslinch, in the County of
Wellington, and the whole of Clergy Reserve Lot 13 in the 6th Con-
cession, in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of Puslinch)
and more particularly designated as PARTS 5, 6 and 7 on REFERENCE

PLAN 61-R-1483;

SECONDLY - in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of Guelph)
in the County of Wellington and being composed of part of Lot 9 in
the 5th Concession of Division "G" and more particularly designated

as PART 11 on REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-1483; SUBJECT TO AN EASEMENT shown
as PART 1 of REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-752.
THIRDLY - in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of Puslinch)

in the County of Wellington and being composed of part of the north
part of the Broken Front Lot 12 in the 5th Concession of said Town-
ship and more particularly designated as PARTS 3 and 4 on REFERENCE

PLAN 61-R-1483;

FOURTHLY ~ in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of Puslinch)
and County of Wellington and being composed of the north part of the
north half of Lot 13 in the 5th Concession of said Township and more

particularly designated as PART 1 on REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-1483;

FIFTHLY - in the City of Guelph (formerly in the Township of Puslinch)
in the County of Wellington and being composed of part of Lot 14 in
the 6th Concession df said Township and more particularly designated
as PART 8 on REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-1483;

SUBJECT TO an easement as more particularly designated as

PART 5 on REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-752:

SIXTHLY ~ part of the original road allowance between the Townships
of Guelph and Puslinch, now in the City of Guelph and closed by by-law
365 (registered instrument # 148) and more particularly designated

as PART 9 on REFERENCE PLAN 61-R-1483;

SUBJECT TO an easement more particularly designated
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| Authority.(GRCA) will complete
urchase of Kortright Watenfowl
| Park within-a few days after
racelving a $160,000 grant_from
Ontario / ministry
resources,

'50 per ‘cent share of a $320,000
‘purchase-price for the 116-acre
park-and.its buildings. ,

cent -($128,000) while the GRCA

| cent=($32,000) under a GRCA

purchage formula, ~ - -~ the
““The-park at Hanlon Creek and | city. cou
Speed River: in" the southwest
corner of the city is owned by
Ontario.~ Waterfowl Research

“| LONG STRUGGLE -

ownership- will' bring to. an end
| almost two years of
. { negotiations,

g?iédng ':;talfm'd
sanctuary,
—{=city,  atdere
| wan
-1 public ‘use/but didn't want to
| spend t ﬁ)t/ dollars attempting to
n )

C
RCA to buy the land last
spring _and  GRCA formally

/?em’ber. :

By WAYNE CAMPBELL
Staff Writer ;
Grand = River: Conservation

of natural

The grant covers province's

City. of Guelph pays 40" per

picks up the remaining 10 per |

Foundation (OWRF):

This  week's

struggling

=

r. Foun

ation trustees: ‘they: co

‘through' a severely cold winter
of ‘?mashing ice and caring for
gick
finalization is a ray of sunshine.

 going— to- be an —amicable
arrangement,”
Hammill, the park's general
‘manager,  about the change of
landlords. .

‘bird sancturary; and the"lands;
felt the GRCA ownership. was
‘the best solution for the com-
munity, she added,

he was ‘'very pleased!” to have
(the lngtter?completéd. He and’

plans
Creek watershed.

offiefals) at‘a meeting last fall

-  this (Kortright Park) was a key.
S | parcel of land for the protection

transfer = of/-of the

it was at the junction of' the

[ .river and creek,” he said today.

Frepresentatives, for their work
on the Hanlon watershed
matter. - Fo FER
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- with
he pills

he paid
amilton

3 ates from defence
witnesses pegged this quantity:
as heing “enough to last the
defendant perhaps sik months.
Hour - defence - witnesses
ftestified Tuesday. morning, .One
was,a close friend of Mr. Page,
Ann ‘Dayle; who sald ‘a“ group:
of people to- which' Mr, Page
“helonged {r¢ 2 ied—in-
Hamilton - where - the use-of
“benniess’ was common.- ;- .

She said the group would go
on *“runs”,’ a colloquialism -for
.a - consecutive " period . of -time
when the pills- were consumed.
These- rins lasted 'sometimes
three -days, - she “said, during

consumed. Mr. Page would'take
part in. this—type of activity
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|'NO RE-SALE Wy h

three to four weekendsta' mnth, |
she said: VS

All -itnesses who_ testitied: &
Mr: Page's defencé said they-

Niska Wildlife Foundatlion,
formed to operate and maintain
|| the waterfow]l operation «which:
: g ‘ | OWRF was : abandoning along

o oy .- " |'ypith the lands,

increases the size of its Hanlon:

which, 10 to 15 pills a day were |-

Niska will contintie as tenants
“Lor the GR

urchase

Creek conservation area to’ 47

acres. .. . ‘
Eventually it hopes to have
800 acres altng the creek to.
protect ~wetlands; from en-
croaching housing developments
in Guelph's southwest corner,
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GRCA
“Asset Management”:
Niska Landholdings

Susan Watson
Guelph




» The City of Guelph has invested hundreds of
thousands of tax dollars in the acquisition of GRCA
land assets, including the purchase of the Niska
lands.

» Today that investment is worth millions of dollars.

» In the face of looming parkland deficits, that
investment is priceless.




» The “Niska Management Plan” adopted by the GRCA just over a year
ago recommends selling off part of the former Kortright Waterfowl
Park/Niska lands.

» The Niska Management Plan needs to come before Guelph City
Council for consideration and examination.

» The Kortright Waterfowl Park purchase was funded with an MNR grant
and tax dollars from Guelph citizens with the intent that the land
would be part of a Hanlon Creek Conservation Area and be protected
in perpetuity.

» The GRCA only contributed 10% of the purchase price.




QOntario
Ministry of ’ 416/965-1301 Whitney Bloek
Natural Queen's Par«
Resources Toronto Ontar v

MNR Letter o fok e

Grand River Conservation Authority
P.0. Box 729 -

Jan 31, 1977 e

Dear Mr. Fox:

I am pleased to inform you that I have approved the above-mentioned
project in accordance with Section 23 and have authorized a grant
under Section 39 of The Conservation Authorities Act, R.S.0. 1970,
as shown below.

Date of letter of request for grant November 4, 1976

Grant authorized under M/A 55/77

Total cost $ 320,000.00
Rate of grant 50 per cent
Grant not to exceed $ 160,000.00

Please refer to the attached copy of the Report to Management Board
for further particulars and conditions of approval.

You are advised, however, that before any work is proceedad with,
the instructions on page C-2 of the Manual of Information regarding
plans and specifications and tenders for contracts must be complied
with.

The amount of regular grant payable by the Ministry on this and other-
projects in any year will be subject to the 1imitations imposed by the
funding allocation to the Authority for that year. Should there be
any conflict between funding requirements for grant approvals and
funding allocations in any year, the latter will apply.

Yours sincerely,
=

/.'l
=T
Leo Bemier
Minister

Attach.




TheDaily Msrcury, Guslph, Wednesday, February 2

GRCA PURCHASING KORTRIGHT

$160, 000 Gov’

By WAYNE CAMPBELL
Braff Writer
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“City of Guelph pays 40 per cent
($128,000) while the GRCA picks up the
remaining 10 per cent ($32,000) under a

GRCA purchase formula.”

Guelph Mercury
February 2, 1977
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Hanlon Creek Conservation Area Master Plan, 1982
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“The main uses are to be walking trails
and recreational fields with limited
camping.”

Progress Report on the Hanlon’s Creek Master Plan
GRCA Minutes: April 16, 1975




Guelph City Council needs to act to
protect the historic investments of
Guelph citizens and champion the
fulfillment of the original vision of
the Hanlon Creek Conservation Area.
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